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RESOLUTION URGING THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DIVISION OF
THE GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES TO DEVELOP,
ADOPT AND ENFORCE REGULATIONS AND POLICIES TO PROMOTE
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE FOR THE CITIZENS OF
FULTON COUNTY AND THE ENTIRE STATE OF GEORGIA

WHEREAS, objective data developed over the last several decades
demonstrates that environmentally adverse land uses -- such as landfills, hazardous
waste sites and heavy industrial uses — are disproportionately located in areas whose
residents are predominantly minority and low-income; and

WHEREAS, as an example, a 1983 study by the U.S. General Accounting Office
found that, in the Southeast, African-Americans comprised the majority of the population
in three-fourths of the communities where hazardous waste landfills were located; and

WHEREAS, , a March 2012 report by GreenlLaw titled “The Patterns of Pollution:
A Report on Demographics and Pollution in Metro Atlanta” (the “GreenLaw Report”)
identified the worst “environmental justice hotspot” in the region as the Fulton Industrial
Boulevard area, with approximately 55 pollution points in an area where nearly ninety
percent (90%) of residents are minorities; and

WHEREAS, another identified environmental hotspot exists in the northwest
Atlanta neighborhoods near the Bellwood Quarry; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, the United States government took initial steps to address
such concerns — now known as “environmental justice” -- when President Bill Clinton
signed Executive Order 12898, which required each federal agency to develop a
strategy “that identifies and addresses disproportionately high and adverse human
health or environmental effects of its programs, policies, or activities on minority

populations and low-income populations”; and
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WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) has
recently renewed its focus on environmental justice through the implementation of Plan
EJ 2014, which seeks to integrate environmental justice into EPA’s programs, policies
and activities; and

WHEREAS, Fulton County has sought to promote environmental justice since at
least 1996, with the Board of Commissioners’ adoption of a policy in the Fulton County
Comprehensive Plan to ensure that “the placement of both private and public uses
which may be considered environmentally adverse are not concentrated in low-income
communities or areas where a high percentage of the population belongs to racial and
ethnic minorities”; and

WHEREAS, in 2010, Fulton County created an Environmental Justice Program
to increase consideration of environmental and health impacts in the planning and
implementation of County projects; and

WHEREAS, the GreenLaw Report states that “Fulton County is an anomaly in
the region in this regard as most local governments . . . currently have no enforceable
policy or law regarding environmental justice”; and

WHEREAS, officials of the Atlanta BeltLine and community members are
currently developing a policy that will address environmental justice concerns in the
development of the Atlanta BeltLine; and

WHEREAS, the GreenLaw Report further states that forty-five (45) states —
including all states contiguous to Georgia -- currently have either 1) an employee,
working group or taskforce dedicated to environmental justice or 2) a policy or law in

effect that directly addresses environmental justice; and
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WHEREAS, despite the clear national awareness of environmental justice, the
GreenLaw Report states that Georgia has no such environmental justice initiatives,
programs or employees at the state level, and the Georgia General Assembly has
declined to adopt several legislative measures since 1995 that would have addressed
environmental justice concerns; and

WHEREAS, the GreenLaw Report recommends that the Environmental
Protection Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (hereinafter “EPD”)
1) enact an environmental justice policy that promotes the health of all of Georgia’s
citizens and requires environmental equity in its practices; 2) inform the public of its
actions through a meaningful public participation strategy that strengthens the
involvement of minority and low-income Georgians in decision-making, including those
that are linguistically isolated; and 3) identify and acquire the tools that it needs to
incorporate environmental justice in its permitting and enforcement activities;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of
Fulton County hereby concurs with the recommendation of the GreenLaw Report and
urges EPD to take swift action to develop, implement, and enforce regulations and
policies to promote environmental justice for the citizens of Fulton County and the entire

State of Georgia.

SO PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Commissioners of Fulton County,
Georgia this day of May, 2012.

SPONSORED BY:

Emma I. Darnell, Vice-Chair
District 5
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ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Mark Massey, Clerk to the Commission R. David Ware, County Attorney
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