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Every man must ultimately confront the question ‘Who am I?’ 

and seek to answer it honestly…The American Negro is neither 

totally African nor totally Western…[w]ho are we?’

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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We are the descendants of slaves…I 
for one am not ashamed of this past…our 
destiny is tied up with the destiny of 
America [and] the Negro must face the 
fact that America is now his home, a 
home that he helped to build though 
‘blood, sweat and tears.’
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Union General William T. Sherman issued 
Special Field Order No. 15, Jan 1865

On January 16, 1865, General Sherman issued Special Field Order 
No. 15 which confiscated land as Union property and redistributed 
the roughly 400,000 acres of land to newly freed Black families in 
forty-acre segments.

March 3, 1865, President Lincoln established the Freedmen’s 
Bureau. It was authorized to give legal title for forty-acre plots of 
land to freedmen and white Southern Unionists.

Fall of 1865, After Lincoln’s assassination, U.S. president Andrew 
Johnson overturned Sherman's directive and returned most of the 
land to the planters who had originally owned it.

An Unfulfilled Promise
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"I met about 20 people all who had worked on the Waterford Plantation in St. Charles 
Parish, Louisiana," Harrell told Vice. "They told me they had worked the fields for most 
of their lives. One way or another, they had become indebted to the plantation's owner and 
were not allowed to leave the property.”

Harrell described the case of Mae Louise Walls Miller, who didn't get her 
freedom until 1963, when she was about 14.

Slavery: A Continuation
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Marijuana Arrest
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The repayment for Slavery and 
multigenerational plunder and oppression.
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Reparations
Federal Reparations:
At minimum, a federal Reparations package should prioritize cash 
payments for loss wages, beginning at $20 trillion to American 
Descendants of Slavery (ADOS). Together with targeted policies and 
protections, the redistributive measures will be ongoing and must 
remain in effect until—at the very least—the wealth gap between 
white Americans and ADOS is closed.

Local Reparations: 
Should support federal reparations by researching local harms 
against ADOS and apply political pressure for the federal 
government to support a comprehensive Reparations package. 

https://www.adosfoundation.org/reparations#
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Reparations

Thomas Craemer, Professor of public policy at the 
University of Connecticut

“My personal preference would be that there be a 
substantial cash component…

It will have to be paid back sooner rather than later 
because the wealth that was created is earning interest in 
more and more diffused hands. It’s earning compound 
interest which grows exponentially, so the debt grows 
exponentially. Every year we wait, it’ll be more.
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The Down-payment
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How can the ADOS Advocacy 
Foundation Help?
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● Local Proposals and Resolutions
● Policy Writing and Consulting
● Reparations Education Sessions
● Activist/Organizer Training
● Phone Banking



Thank you
adosfoundation.org  


