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FCDAO employees proudly representing their alma maters with college paraphernalia 
on College Day!



On Thursday, August 3rd, FCDAO employees and summer interns gathered 
in the Atrium to celebrate a successful summer and showcase their college 
pride. The event was filled with dancing, strolling, good food, and fun activities, 
creating a vibrant atmosphere of fellowship.





During the last week of July, the summer interns participated in a three-day Mock Trial event. The 
competition featured seven teams, each with at least six competitors and three coaches. Interns faced off in 
multiple rounds until only four teams remained. Judge Elizabeth Emmanuel of the Fulton County Magistrate 
Court presided over the semi-finals, while Judge Eleanor Ross of the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of Georgia judged the final round.

Team 3 secured 3rd place, Team 8 took 2nd place, and Team 4 emerged victorious in 1st place! A heartfelt 
thank you to all the coaches, judges, timekeepers, bailiffs, and jurors who dedicated their time to support our 
interns. The Fani T. Willis 2024 Mock Trial Competition was a resounding success!



On Friday, August 2, 2024, family, friends, and staff gathered to celebrate the accomplishments 
of our 2024 Summer Interns. The interns reflected on their time at the courthouse through a 
slideshow presentation of images that captured their summer experiences. Students in the pro-
gram shared a few remarks, and the staff from the DA’s office presented a multitude of awards. 
Notably, two students were even offered positions upon their graduation from law school!
Keynote Speaker Judge Glenda Hatchett delivered an inspiring speech, sharing her journey to 
becoming the knowledgeable and experienced judge and lawyer we know today. She offered the 
interns words of encouragement that will stay with them for the rest of their lives.
The highlight of the event was the Mock Trial component, a moment the students eagerly an-
ticipated. Congratulations to all the competitors who were recognized, especially the first-place 
winners, Team 4 (Aleeia Smith, Amani Riggs, Bianca Benton, Cayla Petty, Jacquelyn Felder, 
and Kennedy Norman)! Special thanks to their coaches, Assistant District Attorney Christina 
Robinson, Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Kassie Hall, and Deputy District Attorney 
Asia Baysah, for leading them to an undefeated season. Lastly, congratulations to the 2024 
Internship Directors and Coordinators, Kyra Banks, Eva Retana, and Jazmin Dilligard, for an 
amazing summer program!



We are incredibly grateful for the overwhelming support at our 3rd 
Annual Backpack Extravaganza! Thanks to the generous contributions 
from the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office staff, 2nd Chance 
Bail Bonds, and We All Value Excellence (WAVE), we collected over 
1,500 backpacks filled with school supplies, setting the stage for a 
fantastic school year ahead for elementary, middle, and high school 
students across Fulton County. Supplies were also distributed to 
teachers in attendance. Each location offered a unique experience, filled 
with fun, food, games, and more!





LAW CORNER
How to Deal with Unresponsive Witnesses

As prosecutors who have the burden of proof at trial, much of our time is spent 
questioning witnesses on direct examination. This mode of examination requires 
us to ask open ended questions of our witnesses that do not lead to a desired 
answer. A “leading” question does just that. See Denson v. Miller, 33 Ga. 275, 278 
(1862) (a question is leading when it suggests to the witness the desired answer). 
Under O.C.G.A. §24-6-611(c), leading questions are generally only permitted during 
cross examination of witnesses. Therefore, a prosecutor’s opportunity to ask leading 
questions will come when cross-examining defense witnesses after the state has 
rested their case in chief. However, there are exceptions to this rule that permit 
prosecutors to ask leading questions during direct examination when it is “necessary 
to develop the witness’s testimony” and/or when dealing with a “hostile witness, an 
adverse party, or a witness identif ied with an adverse party.” O.C.G.A. §24-6-611(c). 
The Supreme Court of Georgia recently took up this issue and reaff irmed the ability of 
prosecutors to ask leading questions when dealing with an unresponsive witness. See 
Brown v. State, 2022 Ga. LEXIS 183 (2022). In Brown, the Alapaha Judicial Circuit District 
Attorney’s Off ice were prosecuting the Defendant for the shooting death of the Victim 
in a parking lot. Witness Tyeesha Gray was present during the shooting and told the 
police she observed the Defendant shoot the Victim. At trial, she testif ied on direct 
examination that she simply saw the Victim get shot but didn’t know who shot him. 
After several questions where she was being evasive and responding “I don’t know”, 
the Prosecutor made a motion to treat Ms. Gray as a hostile witness.  The Prosecutor 
indicated to the Trial Court that Ms. Gray was being “clearly non responsive. She’s only 
answering part of the question. She’s answering that she knows and then she says she 
doesn’t know, so I’d ask at this time to be able to lead her.” The Trial Court granted the 
motion and permitted leading question. On Appeal the Defendant’s attorneys argued 
that Ms. Gray’s “unresponsiveness” to questions on direct 
examination did not make her a “hostile” witness under 
Rule 611(c). The Supreme Court disagreed and indicated 
that an unresponsive witness can be treated as a hostile 
witness, citing federal authority to support that assertion.  
See United States v. Postell, 891 F2d 287 (4th Cir. 1989) 
(leading questions were permitted to develop witness’s 
testimony where the witness was disinclined to “answer 
fully the prosecution’s questions”); United States v. 
Brown, 603 F2d 1022, 1025-1026 (3) (1st Cir. 1979) (leading 
questions permitted where, among other things, the 

witness’s testimony was “replete with lapses of memory”).

Social Media Etiquette in the Workplace: Navigating Personal and 
Professional Boundaries

Social media has seamlessly woven itself into the fabric of our lives, often blurring 
the lines between personal and professional relationships in the workplace. You 
may find yourself wanting to add your colleagues on social media, and while 
these connections can foster camaraderie, they can also expose aspects of 
personal life that wouldn’t typically surface in a professional setting. Photos or 
posts revealing personal moments—such as family gatherings or recreational 
activities—may display aspects of someone’s life not commonly shared in the 
workplace.

This blending of personal and professional boundaries can affect workplace 
dynamics and privacy. It’s important to exercise caution and maintain a 
professional online presence to prevent personal content from inadvertently 
influencing professional relationships or causing misunderstandings.

Social media interactions can sometimes lead to misinterpretations or 
unintended consequences. Being mindful of what we share and how we engage 
online can help preserve the integrity of our work relationships. Yet, despite these 
potential challenges, social media also offers valuable opportunities. The benefits 
of connecting with coworkers on social media shouldn’t be overlooked, as these 
platforms can strengthen bonds beyond the office, fostering deeper connections 
and team spirit.

Following your colleagues online can also expand your professional network. 
By gaining access to their connections, you may open doors to future career 
prospects and collaboration opportunities. Social media can be a powerful tool for 
team building, allowing you to engage in shared interests, celebrate successes, 
and nurture discussions outside of work. In doing so, you contribute to a sense of 
camaraderie, enhance team dynamics, and help cultivate a 
supportive work culture.

As you navigate social media, remember to 
balance its benefits—such as networking 
and team bonding—with mindfulness of 
individual preferences. Whether posting a 
photo or sharing a comment, approach these 
platforms with professionalism, as both your 
colleagues and the broader community are 
always observing.

Ilona Rolack
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate

Gautam Rao
Deputy District Attorney, Training
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CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. RICKY LAFARGUE
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Ricky Lafargue, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Alice Benton 
sentenced the Defendant to Life without Parole.
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Danielle Russell
Assistant District Attorney John Weitnauer
Senior Investigator Joseph King
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams

STATE VS. ASHLEY MITCHELL
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Anthony Shannon, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Felony Possession of Drugs and Possession of a Firearm. Judge Nancy Mau sentenced the Defendant to 
8 Years to Serve 1.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Brad Malkin
Assistant District Attorney Latara Sauri
Deputy Chief Investigator Bob Appell
Investigator Jeremy Gray

STATE VS. EDDIE BYRD
Congratulations to the Cold and Capital Unit! In the case of State vs. Eddie Byrd, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault. Jugde Paige Reese Whitaker
sentenced the Defendant to Life plus 5 years.

Assistant District Attorney Robert Wilson
Deputy District Attorney Vincent Faucette
Senior Investigator Darnell Kennedy
Legal Assistant SaQuez King
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams



CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. ANTONIO WILSON
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Antonio Wilson, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Malice Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault. Judge Scott McAfee sentenced the 
Defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole Followed by 15 Years to Serve.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Nalda “Kay” Charles
Assistant District Attorney Abigail Potter
Assistant District Attorney Michelle Andrews
Senior Investigator Emma Mills
Deputy Legal Assistant Tammy Jackson-McClendon
Legal Assistant Lynette Gilbert
Victim Witness Advocate Sandra Jean Louis

STATE VS. MICHAEL CLARK
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Michael Clark, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Thomas Cox 
sentenced the Defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole Followed by 15 Years to Serve.

Deputy District Attorney Kelcee Jones-Connor
Assistant District Attorney Donita Morris
Senior Investigator Felipe Brown
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams

STATE VS. XAVIER BROWN
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Xavier Brown, The Defendant was tried on the 
Consolidated trial calendar and the defendant was found guilty of Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a 
Deadly Weapon. The Defendant was sentenced to Life With the Possibility of Parole plus 5 years by Judge David Emerson.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Siri Patel
Assistant District Attorney Celeste Patten
Senior Investigator Chris Davidson
Senior Investigator Felipe Brown
Legal Assistant Andre Moorer
Victim Witness Advocate Christian Williams

STATE VS. KATHY WADE
Congratulations to the Trial Division Team! In the case of State vs. Kathy Wade, the Defendant was found guilty on 

CONVICTION ALERTS

all counts including Aggravated Assault and Possession of a Firearm during Commission. Judge Melynee Leftridge 
sentenced the Defendant to 10 Years to Serve 5 Years in Prison.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Shaniqua Christian
Assistant District Attorney Jacelynn Porter
Deputy Chief Investigator Bob Appell
Investigator Malik Dean
Legal Assistant Kudonna Porter 
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate Misty Botu

STATE VS. CURTIS PATRICK
Congratulations to the Sexual Assault Unit! In the case of State vs. Curtis Patrick, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Rape, Kidnapping with Bodily Injury, and Aggravated Sodomy. Judge David Emerson sentenced the 
Defendant to Life in without Parole plus 21 Years to Serve in Prison.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Siri Patel
Senior Assistant District Attorney Je’Leah Wiggins
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Christina Robinson
Investigator William Ward
Legal Assistant Nikayla Sirmons
Senior Victim Witness Advocate LaTeeka Montgomery

STATE VS. JAMON JOHNSON
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Jamon Johnson, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Scott McAfee 
sentenced the Defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole Followed by 15 Years to Serve.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Danielle Russell
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Maria Washington
Senior Investigator Terrance Brown
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Looby-Tonge



CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. DEJHAWANN NORRINGTON
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Marquez Williams, the Defendant was found guilty on 
all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Participation in Criminal Street Gang Activity. Judge Shukura Ingram 
sentenced the Defendant to Life Without Parole Plus 40 Years to Serve in Prison.

Deputy District Attorney Guatam Rao
Deputy District Attorney Adam Abbate
Chief Investigator Richard Randolph
Assistant Chief Investigator Joe Rickman
Assistant Chief Investigator Michael Green
Victim Witness Advocate Illona Rolack

STATE VS. DANIEL WRIGHT AND T’LANI ROBINSON
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Daniel Wright and T’Lani Robinson, the 
Defendants were found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder and Attempted Purchase of Marijuana. Judge 
Shukura Ingram sentenced the Defendants to Life.

Assistant District Attorney Christina Robinson
Assistant District Attorney John Weitnauer
Senior Investigator Nathan Shoate
Deputy Legal Assistant Felicia Dickens
Victim Witness Advocate Katrina Gill

STATE VS. ANDREA RIVERS
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Andrea Rivers, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Criminal Damage to Property in the First Degree, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault 
with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Scott McAfee sentenced the Defendant to Life to Serve.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Shaniqua Christian
Senior Assistant District Attorney Jazmin Willingham
Senior Investigator Emma Mills
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton-Best
Legal Assistant Nyome Griffin
Senior Victim Witness Advocate Beverly Muhammad

CONVICTION ALERTS

STATE VS. ANTOWYN SMITH
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Antowyn Smith, the Defendant pled guilty 
to all counts including Voluntary Manslaughter, Home Invasion /first Degree, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon. The Defendant was sentenced to 60 years in Prison.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Shaniqua Christian
Senior Assistant District Attorney Jazmin Willingham
Senior Investigator Emma Mills
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton-Best
Victim Witness Advocate Beverly Muhammad

STATE VS. DEQUAVIUS FRANKLIN
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Dequavius Franklin, the Defendant pled guilty 
to all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Belinda Edwards 
sentenced the Defendant to Life.

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Assistant District Attorney John Weitnauer
Senior Investigator Joseph King
Legal Assistant Brenda Sharpe
Victim Witness Advocate Katrina Gill

STATE VS. FARDERRIN GRIER
Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Farderrin Grier, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge James E. 
Cornwell sentenced the Defendant to Life plus 5 Years.

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Kassie L. Hall
Senior Investigator Ronald Coloma
Legal Assistant Nikayla Sirmons
Victim Witness Advocate Sandra Jean Louis
Victim Witness Advocate Lateeka Montgomery



https://www.atlantanewsfirst.com/2024/07/19/jury-convicts-fulton-county-
man-2021-new-years-eve-deadly-shooting/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/new-report-shows-repeat-offend-
ers-are-committing-fewer-crimes-atlanta/YE76BBPWVFACZJ3E5AYFI-
ANKYU/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/man-shot-metro-atlanta-girl-face-
killed-her-cover-up-crime-he-still-got-life-jail/FX4QXP74RNAYNNPHN-
NCPB6YPAM/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/man-executed-over-parking-
space-an-atlanta-mall-shooter-sentenced-life-prison/ZTGQLDXRQ5GH-
DH42TPJFQXRASQ/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/fulton-county/man-convicted-by-fulton-
county-jury-2022-rape-kidnapping-gets-life-prison/TYOUJGQTYBF4JM-
WPN7MG4ZDVEU/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/im-not-your-woman-man-strangles-wom-
an-death-after-she-rejects-him-dating-app/P6NVUY6ALJCINOSNBNLYKX-
6G5A/




