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We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
participated in our first in-person Human Trafficking Task Force Training 
on April 21st hosted by Fairburn Police Department! It was a powerful 
gathering that brought together multiple jurisdictions and partner 
agencies, all united by a shared commitment to combating human 

trafficking and protecting the most vulnerable members of our 
communities.

During this half-day session, attendees received foundational 
training on Human Trafficking 101, led by our dedicated Human 
Trafficking & ICE (HTICE) Unit. The training covered key topics 
including trafficking indicators, investigative strategies, victim-
centered approaches, and agency coordination.

A special highlight of the training was our interactive case 
study exercise, which gave participants the opportunity to work 
through a simulated trafficking case scenario in real-time. This 
valuable activity was made possible thanks to the outstanding 
support of our Graphics Unit, whose work brought the scenario to 
life and enhanced the learning experience for everyone involved.

We sincerely appreciate the time, insight, and engagement 
each of you brought to the table. This training set a strong 
foundation for continued collaboration and meaningful work 
ahead. We look forward to seeing you at our next training — 
stay tuned for details and future training opportunities.





Residual Hearsay

 	 If you are in a position where an out-of-court statement is beneficial to you but the 
declarant   is unavailable and the out of court statement does not fall under an exemption or 
exception to the Hearsay Rule, you might have an opportunity to have that out-of-court statement 
admitted under O.C.G.A. §24-8-807 states that “[a] statement not specifically covered by any law 
but having equivalent circumstantial guarantees of trustworthiness shall not be excluded by the 
hearsay rule.” However, to allow and admit the statement as permissible testimony, the trial court 
must determine the following three things per the statute:
1.   The statement is offered as evidence of a material fact;
2.   The statement is more probative on the point for which it is offered than any other
      evidence which the proponent can procure through reasonable efforts; and
3.   The general purposes of the rules of evidence and the interests of justice will best be served
      by admission of the statement into evidence.

Once the trial court has found that the above-mentioned factors have been satisfied, it is within 
the trial courts discretion to allow the hearsay statement in the trial of the Defendant(s). Because 
the court is required to make these determinations, you as prosecutors need to know in advance 
whether you have such a statement that you would like to admit into evidence. This is due to 
the fact that you are required to provide notice to the Court and to the Defendant of the out 
of court statement, the name of the individual who made the statement, and the name of the 
individual who heard the statement that you intend to use to testify to it. The Georgia Supreme 
Court has said that Rule 807 applies only when there are certain guarantees of trustworthiness 
because such statement is considered sufficiently trustworthy due to the circumstances in which 
the statement is originally made. Tanner v. State 301 Ga. 852 (2017). Statements are considered 
“sufficiently trustworthy” not because of the credibility of the witnesses reporting them in court, 
but because of the circumstances under which they were originally made. Smart v. State 299 
Ga. 414 (2016). What this means is that we should look to the nature of the relationship between 
the hearsay declarant and the hearsay witness, as well as the circumstances in which it was 
made to determine this. Miller v. State, 303 Ga. 1(2018). For example, I once had a witness who 
was the last person to see the victim alive with the Defendant before the Victim drove off with 
the Defendant. The victim was missing for a month before police found his body decomposing 
in a ditch. The witness told the Victim’s best friend two days after the disappearance that the 
Victim was last seen riding in the Defendant’s car. The witness unfortunately passed away and his 
potential testimony that the Defendant was the last person he saw the victim with alive became 
hearsay. However, due to the fact that the witness and the victim’s best friends also had a close 
relationship (she took care of him when he was sick, cooked food for him, brought him home for 
dinner) in addition to the fact that the statement the witness made to the victim’s best friend 
was made in circumstance in which they were worried about him and looking for him, it was a 
statement that had certain guarantees of trustworthiness such that it would be admissible. 

The Joy of Life: Simple Steps for a Happier You

	 Life can sometimes feel like a whirlwind of stress and responsibilities, especially in the 
line of work that we do. Fighting crime makes it easy to overlook the little things that bring 
us joy. But joy isn’t just a fleeting feeling; it’s something we can nurture and cultivate in our 
everyday lives. One of the simplest ways to boost your mood is by practicing gratitude. Taking a 
moment each day to think about what you’re thankful for can really shift your perspective. You 
might want to keep a gratitude journal where you jot down a few things that made you smile—
maybe it’s your morning gourmet coffee, a call on the way to work with a friend, a hike up Stone 
Mountain, listening to your favorite beats, or simply having dinner with your family. Focusing on 
the positives can help you appreciate what you have rather than what you lack.
	 Connect with your loved ones. Strong relationships are key to our happiness. Make it a 
point to connect with family and friends regularly. Whether it’s a quick phone call, a text, or 
planning Sunday brunch, spending time with those you care about can create joyful moments. 
Share a laugh, reminisce about old times, or simply enjoy each other’s company. Those 
connections can really light up your day.
	 Helping others as we all know also brings a wonderful sense of joy to your life. When 
you give, your body releases endorphins, which are often referred to as “feel-good” hormones. 
Endorphins are neurotransmitters that help reduce pain and induce feelings of pleasure or 
euphoria. They are your body’s natural way of coping with stress and pain, and their release 
can lead to a sense of happiness and well-being. Madam DA encourages us to give back to the 
community, emphasizing that acts of kindness and service create a meaningful impact not only 
on those we help but also on ourselves. Volunteering, mentoring, or participating in community 
events can foster a sense of belonging and purpose. Engaging in these activities not only uplifts 
others but also enhances your own happiness, reinforcing that rewarding feeling of making a 
difference. The more you give, the more endorphins are released, creating a cycle of joy that 
enriches your life and the lives of those around you.
	  Bringing joy into your life doesn’t have to be complicated. It’s often found in the little 
things we do each day. By practicing gratitude, getting outside and connecting with loved ones, 
you can create a life that’s rich in joy. So take a moment to explore what resonates with you, and 
let happiness flourish in your everyday experiences!

Ilona Rolack | Deputy Victim Witness Advocate, Major Crimes Division Gautam Rao | Deputy District Attorney, Training Division



BRENDA BAHAM 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION

Paws, Policy, and Protection at the Capitol
 

On Thursday, March 27th, the Fulton County District Attorney’s 
Office joined animal advocates, shelters, law enforcement, and 
rescue organizations at the Georgia State Capitol to push for crucial 
bills aimed at improving animal welfare and public safety. Two key 
proposals include incorporating animals into protective orders 
and expanding laws against animal fighting to cover cockfighting, 
while also prohibiting children from witnessing such violence.

Deputy District Attorney Jill Hollander and other speakers gathered 
at Liberty Plaza to emphasize that all citizens deserve safety and to 
denounce violence in any form. FCDA staff actively engaged with 
attendees, legislators, law enforcement, and the adorable adoptable 
dogs present, united in the mission to protect all members of our 
community—both human and animal.



FCDAO’s very own Jill Hollander joined Fulton County Government 
Television on two episodes of Experience Fulton: Healthy Aging to shine 
a light on elder abuse, how the human-animal bond plays a vital role in 
the lives of older adults, and how we can protect our senior community. 
She shared key tips on spotting warning signs, preventing exploitation, 
and accessing vital resources — all to help ensure our seniors stay safe, 
supported, and empowered.



National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (NCVRW): “Kinship, 
Connecting & Healing” was a powerful success! On 
Monday, April 7, 2025, the Fulton County District 
Attorney’s Office hosted Kinship Circle, a heartfelt 
support gathering for families who have lost loved ones 
to homicide. This event offered a safe and compassionate 
space for healing, connection, and remembrance. Each 
family received a personalized caricature portrait of 
their loved one—a meaningful keepsake to honor their 
memory. There were moments of reflection, shared 
stories, tears, and laughter, as families came together to 
celebrate lives lost and the love that lives on.





On April 23, 2025, we celebrated Administrative 
Professionals Day with a fun and festive Potato Bar 
Party! Our incredible administrative team enjoyed fully 
loaded baked potatoes, played games for prizes, and 
were even surprised with a bonus comp day as a token of 
appreciation. To all of our amazing admin professionals 
— thank you for the dedication, organization, and heart 
you bring to the office every single day. We couldn’t do it 
without you!



Reach Welcomes Students from New England:
On March 31, 2025, 16 students from Walker Riverside Academy in New Castle, England, 
spent an unforgettable day exploring life and learning in Fulton County through our 
Reach Program.
Their visit began at Riverwood International Charter School, one of our Reach partner 
schools, where they were greeted with a light breakfast and a campus tour. They 
were then paired with Reach students to collaborate on an entrepreneurial pitch, as 
part of a regular session titled “Entrepreneurship: Making a Pitch.” The creativity and 
presentation skills were truly impressive, showcasing innovative business ideas and 
teamwork.
The day continued at the Main Courthouse Building, where the students had the 
opportunity to meet Judge Eric Dunaway. He gave them a behind-the-scenes look 
at the courtroom, including a tour of the jury deliberation room, answered their 
questions, and even posed for photos.
Next, the group headed to Juvenile Court, where they enjoyed a pizza lunch and 
learning session with Judge Natasha Crawford, followed by a special visit to Chief 
Judge Renata Turner’s courtroom. The judges welcomed insightful questions and gave 
the students a deeper understanding of the juvenile justice system.
The day concluded with a visit to the British Consulate, rounding out a memorable 
experience full of cultural exchange, learning, and connection .The students 
left inspired and energized by their firsthand look at American education, 
entrepreneurship, and the justice system!









CONVICTION ALERTS

State vs. David Kinney

Congratulations to the HP+ Unit! In the case of State vs. David Kinney, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Aggravated Assault. 
Judge Melynee Leftridge sentenced the Defendant to Life without Parole +15 Years in 
Prison.

Chief Deputy District Attorney Adriane Love
Chief Senior District Attorney Shaniqua Christian
Senior Assistant District Attorney Abigail Potter
Lieutenant Investigator Juli Lansiquot
Deputy Chief Investigator DaShawn Raymond
Assistant Chief Investigator Mike Green
Deputy Legal Assistant Lora Andrews
Legal Assistant Edwina Sellan
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate Ilona Rolack
Victim Witness Advocate Katrina Gill

State vs. Jai Scott Williams

Congratulations to the SAKI Unit! In the case of State vs. Jai Scott Williams, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Rape, Aggravated Sodomy, and Kidnapping. 
Judge Robert McBurney sentenced the Defendant to 2 Consecutive Life Sentences 
without the Possibility of Parole +20 Years.

Deputy District Attorney Christina Robinson
Senior Assistant District Attorney Katie Reimer
Investigator Sammy John
Legal Assistant Raymond Carpenter
Victim Witness Advocate Natalie Wright

State vs. Darrius Berry 

Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Darrius 
Berry, the Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Family Violence Battery. 
Judge Melynee Leftridge sentenced the Defendant to 12 Months to Serve.

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Assistant District Attorney Lance Patrick
Investigator Kenneth Rucker
Legal Assistant Cassie Lundy
Victim Witness Advocate Beverly Muhammad

 State vs. O’Keisha Range

Congratulations to the Trial Team! In the case of State vs. O’Keisha Range, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Aggravated Assault. 
Judge Davis Emerson sentenced the Defendant to Life without Parole.

Assistant District Attorney Kassie Hall
Deputy Chief Investigator Antonio Long
Assistant Chief Investigator Michael Hill
Investigator Troy Grisby
Legal Assistant  Rishia Lee
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate Ilona Rolack
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Tonge 

State vs. Natalya Turner

Congratulations to the Trial Division! In the case of State vs. Natalya Turner, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Aggravated Battery, Aggravated Assault, and 
Possession of a Firearm During the Commission of a Felony. Judge Shakura Ingram will 
set a date for sentencing.

Assistant District Attorney Scott Reed
Assistant District Attorney Celeste Patten 
Senior Investigator Duon Dorsett
Legal Assistant Kudonna Porter
Victim Witness Advocate Dorsey Jones	

State vs. Ryan Hicks

Congratulations to the Major Case Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Ryan Hicks, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Murder and Felony Murder. Judge 
Paige Whitaker sentenced the Defendant to Life with the Possibility of Parole.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Jeffrey Hawkins
Assistant District Attorney Marquez Jones
Investigator Troy Grisby
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Looby-Tonge



State vs. Gregory Shockley

Congratulations to the Trial Division! In the case of State vs. Gregory Shockley, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Trafficking in Cocaine and Possession 
of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon. Judge Rachel Krause sentenced the Defendant to 20 
Years to Serve.

Deputy District Attorney Thomas Wight
Senior Assistant District Attorney Nikia Sellers
Deputy Chief Investigator Joe Rickman
Assistant Chief Investigator Trina Lucas
Senior Investigator Aminah Dickerson
Investigator Jeremy Gray
Legal Assistant Kudonna Porter

State vs. Jovan Burton

Congratulations to the CAC Unit! In the case of State vs. Jovan Burton, the Defendant was 
found guilty on all 3 counts of Sexual Assault. Judge Shermela Williams sentenced the 
Defendant to 20 Years with 15 Years to Serve in Custody.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Christinia Clark
Deputy District Attorney Marshal J. Hodge
Investigator Bryony Harris
Legal Assistant Michael Tanks
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond
Victim Witness Advocate Christen Clarke

State vs. Raylon Browning

Congratulations to the Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Raylon Browning, the Defendant was 
found guilty on all counts including Murder, Aggravated Assault, and Aggravated Battery. Judge 
Shukura Ingram sentenced the Defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole +25 Years.

Chief Deputy District Attorney Gautam Rao
Assistant District Attorney Jazmin Dilligard
Investigative Team: Deputy Chief Investigator Joe Rickman, Assistant Chief Investigator Trina 
Lucas, Deputy Chief Investigator Antonio Long, Assistant Chief Investigator Michael Hill, 
Investigator Eugene Foster, Investigator Aminah Dickerson, Investigator Jeremy Gray, Investigator 
Reginald Dillard
Legal Assistant Team: Deputy Tammy Jackson-McClendon, SaQuez King, Deputy Whitney Meyer
Victim Witness Team: Deputy Ilona Rolack, Beverly Muhammad, Carla Martinez







https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/reckless-act-
mother-gets-justice-babys-murder-by-gang-member/
L657DYPNGVAOJHMSEYYNY5IKUY/?outputType=amp

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/man-tried-using-
hooters-visit-alibi-after-being-caught-camera-shooting-kill-
ing-girlfriend/FUPPAZBPABEKLBCR5FHD4UDIDM/

https://www.wsbtv.com/video/local-video/man-given-3-life-
sentences-raping-multiple-people-including-15-year-old/
a132c45f-53ad-4a94-856f-1d139d50ce09/

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/man-who-sexu-
ally-assaulted-sex-worker-was-arrested-wearing-shoes-he-
stole-victim/WFOBQ5OEGZGQXALFIWHBZEXNUM/?output-
Type=amp

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/north-fulton-county/
caught-camera-man-committed-murder-carjacking-as-
saults-more-all-20-minutes/UXPGDICRZVBB5F2XHB5MQR-
YEAE/?outputType=amp

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/2-cold-cases-solved-by-
fulton-county-unit-that-specializes-testing-old-sexual-as-
sault-kits/HDI3DDM7UBHEVG2Q4XPMVTUHZY/?output-
Type=amp

https://www.nbcpalmsprings.com/2025/04/15/atlanta-pro-
gram-gives-shelter-dogs-and-men-facing-prison-a-second-
chance-through-training-and-trust


