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On October 2nd, the Major Crimes Division (MCD) 
and the Victim-Witness Advocate Program (VWAP) 
hosted a Candlelight Vigil in honor of the National 
Day of Remembrance for Homicide Victims. Families 
from across Fulton County gathered at the Martin 
Luther King Jr. National Historical Park to remember 
and celebrate the lives of their loved ones lost to 
senseless acts of violence.



The Fulton County District Attorney’s Office proudly wore purple for Go 
Purple Day to raise awareness and show support for victims and survivors 
of domestic violence. Together, we stand against abuse and for a future 
free of violence.

A Heartfelt Vigil: 
Commemorating the National Day of Remembrance for Homicide Victims

By Ilona Rolack, M. Sc.

	 October 2, 2025 marked the Second Annual Vigil dedicated to the families and loved 
ones of homicide victims, a poignant event that brought together a community united 
in grief and remembrance. The atmosphere was full of emotion as co-victims were gifted 
personalized candles, each one inscribed with the name, date of birth, and date of death of 
their murdered loved ones. These candles served not just as memorials, but as symbols of 
hope and solidarity.
	
Among those present was Chief Executive District Attorney Daysha Young, who 
represented the DA, accompanied by leaders from the Major Crimes Division, Executive 
District Attorney Abbate, Chief Deputy District Attorney Adrian Love, and Deputy District 
Attorney Kelcee Jones-Connor, Deputy District Attorney  Kevin Armstrong. Their presence 
was a powerful testament to the commitment of the justice system to seek accountability 
for these tragic losses. Each spoke with heartfelt empathy, acknowledging the arduous 
journey faced by the families in attendance.

	 During the vigil, family members expressed deep appreciation for the recognition 
and support offered by the District Attorney’s Office. One particularly inspiring moment 
came from a grieving mother who has transformed her pain into purpose. In honor of her 
son, Joshua Ingram, she founded a nonprofit aimed at supporting other families affected 
by violence. During the ceremony, she presented an award to the MCD Victim Witness 
Assistance Program, recognizing their unwavering support over the past five years.

	 This event is never just a somber gathering; it is  a celebration of resilience and 
community. Families share stories, break bread together, and find solace in shared 
experiences. The Major Crimes Division Victim Witness Assistance Program extends their 
gratitude to all the attorneys who selflessly contributed their time and resources, as well 
as the investigators, legal assistants and victim advocates, who engaged with the families, 
offering both compassion and understanding.

	 This vigil serves as a powerful reminder of the strength found in human connection. 
As we honor the memories of those lost, we also recognize the ongoing support and 
dedication of those working tirelessly for justice. Together, we continue to uphold the 
values of empathy, compassion, and humanity in the face of unimaginable loss.



On October 12th, several members of the Fulton County District Attorney’s 
Office proudly participated in the Atlanta Gay Pride Parade. Our team joined the 
celebration with an FCDAO SUV filled with swag and informational materials on 
hate crime awareness and prevention. Volunteers distributed resources on how to 
seek help and support for victims of hate crimes.

Parade attendees were enthusiastic to see the DA’s Office represented and shared 
their appreciation for District Attorney Fani T. Willis’ ongoing commitment to justice 
and inclusion. Our team enjoyed connecting with the community, local agencies, 
and organizations in attendance. It was an inspiring day filled with pride, unity, and 
love for the LGBTQ+ community.



We’re proud to wear pink in honor of Breast Cancer Awareness Month! 
Together, we stand with survivors and continue the fight for a cure.

Gang Evidence in Cases Without a Gang Charge
By Christopher Sperry

To charge a Defendant under 16-15-4(a), Violation of the Criminal Street Gang 
Terrorism and Prevention Act, the State must prove more than just membership 
or association of the Defendant to a criminal street gang. Rather, the State must 
show that the act alleged somehow furthered the interest of the gang, commonly 
referred to as establishing a “nexus”. See Rodriguez v. State 284 Ga. 803 (2009). 
Appellate Courts have provided a litany of ways to establish this nexus. This can 
include but is not limited to showing the crime was committed in a highly visible 
manner so as to allow witnesses and victims to know the gang responsible, that the 
crime established or enhanced the gang’s reputation, that the crime was retaliation 
for the gang to a perceived insult, or that members of the gang referenced the 
crime on social media to establish the gang committed the crime. See In the 
Interest of W. B., 342 Ga. App. 277 (2017). 

 But what about gang evidence in cases where there is no gang charge? Is that not 
just impermissible character evidence? Often times it is not and is still admissible. In 
Anglin v. State 302 Ga. 333 (2017), evidence of the Defendant’s affiliation and desire 
to become a member of the Bloods was admissible to establish why he reacted 
violently to being threatened by a drug dealer in the presence of another Blood 
member as it was relevant to establish the Defendant’s motive. As gang evidence 
is often intrinsic to the case, it is not subject to 404(b) analysis in cases where the 
Gang Act is not charged. SeeMiddlebrooks v. State 310 Ga. 748 (2021). Even when 
the Gang Act is not charged, establishing the motive of the crime as having a gang 
nexus also expands the co-conspirator hearsay exception such that statements 
made in furtherance of the gang itself by any member or associate of the gang 
satisfy the hearsay rule, which can include certain situations where another 
member of the gang tells a different member of the gang that the defendant 
committed the crime, well after the crime is beyond the concealment phase. See 
Kemp v. State 303 Ga. 385 (2018). Given the expanded evidence that is admissible 
in gang cases, prosecutors in all units should examine their cases to see if there is a 
gang nexus so that the admissible evidence can be admitted.



During the month of October, the Fulton County District Attorney’s 
Office proudly raised awareness and showed support for victims of 
domestic violence. From our 2nd Annual Stop Domestic Violence 5K 
Race to our Community Panel Discussion, our office made it a mission to 
engage, educate, and stand united against domestic violence each week 
throughout Domestic Violence Awareness Month.



On Monday, October 6, 2025, the Brenda Baham 
Domestic Violence Unit hosted a community panel titled 
“Reimagining Safety, Healing & Justice: A Community’s 
Response to Domestic Violence.” The panel took place at the 
Atlanta Public Schools Student and Family Hub.

We partnered with several organizations for this important 
event, including the Georgia Association of Black Women 
Attorneys, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. – Atlanta 
Suburban Alumnae Chapter, International Women’s House, 
Women on the Rise, the Greater Atlanta Black Prosecutors 
Association, and the Fulton County Department of 
Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities.

The evening featured a thought-provoking conversation on 
the topic, led by the following distinguished panelists:

1. Phyllis Leverett – Fulton County Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental Disabilities

2. Rodney Jefferson – Detective, Atlanta Police Department

3. Jill Schirling-Allison – Interim Vice President of Outreach, 
Partnership Against Domestic Violence

4. Robyn Hasan-Simpson – Executive Director, Women on 
the Rise

5. Spencer Murray – Executive Director, No Harm (National 
Organization for Healing and Redefining Manhood)



DV
AWARENESS

On Thursday, October 30, 2025, the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office held its 
annual Domestic Violence Awareness Day at the Government Center Atrium. The 
event honored victims and survivors of domestic violence while reinforcing the 
office’s commitment to justice and prevention.

Highlights included musical performances by Canika Boyer and Assistant District 
Attorney Quintin Lewis, a moment of silence led by Assistant Chief Investigator 
Paula Duprey, and a powerful survivor story shared by Ella Edwards. Dr. Priscilla 
Hubbard served as keynote speaker, delivering an inspiring message on advocacy 
and resilience.

Through reflection, storytelling, and community collaboration, the Fulton County 
District Attorney’s Office reaffirmed its ongoing commitment to ending domestic 
violence and ensuring justice for all victims.



On October 1st, employees of the Fulton County 
District Attorney’s Office watched A Vigilante, a 
powerful film about a woman who, after escaping her 
abusive husband, dedicates her life to helping other 
victims of domestic violence find freedom and safety. 
Following the screening, employees engaged in a 
meaningful discussion about the film’s portrayal of 
domestic violence and its real-world impact.

JUSTICE 
CENTER

FamilyFamily

S T A K E H O L D E R S  M E E T I N G

On Tuesday, October 14th at 9 AM, FCDAO invited Stakeholders to a meeting 
about our plans to start a Family Justice Center in Fulton County.  During 
the meeting, we shared plans for our Family Justice Center and discussed 
opportunities to work together in supporting victims, survivors and to strengthen 
the community. In addition, we answered questions that meeting participants 
had in relation to the creation of a Family Justice Center.  









CONVICTION ALERTS

State vs. Christopher Lavelle Houston

Congratulations to the CAC Unit! In the case of State vs. Christopher Lavelle Houston, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Aggravated Child Molestation, Rape, and Incest. Judge Eric Dunaway sentenced the 
Defendant to 3 Consecutive Life Sentences +20 Years to Serve 19.

Deputy District Attorney Caitlin McGillicuddy
Assistant District Attorney Michelle Williams
Senior Investigator Cornelia Acosta
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond

State vs. Cirino Rigo Vasquez 

Congratulations to the CAC Unit! In the case of State vs. Cirino Rigo Vasquez, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Aggravated Child Molestation and Child Molestation. Judge David Emerson sentenced the Defendant 
to 25 Years of Mandatory Confinement followed by Life on Probation.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Dion Peeples
Assistant District Attorney Celeste Patten
Senior Investigator Bryony Harris
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond
Legal Assistant Cassie Lundy
Chief Legal Assistant Priscilla Allmond

State vs. Anthony McCoy

Congratulations to the Gang Unit! In the case of State vs. Anthony McCoy, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Gang. Judge Scott McAfee sentenced the Defendant to Life without the 
Possibility of Parole +65 years.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Amanda Green 
Senior Assistant District Attorney Demetrius Smith
Senior Assistant District Attorney Rives Hiles
Senior Assistant District Attorney Abigail Potter
Investigator Carmelita Preston
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Tonge

State vs. Darrius Berry

Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Darrius Berry, the Defendant was found 
guilty on all counts including Aggravated Battery and Battery FV. The Judge will sentence the Defendant at a later 
date.

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Assistant District Attorney Jazmin Dilligard
Assistant District Attorney Jasmine Knight
Lieutenant Investigator Ronald Coloma
Victim Witness Advocate Beverly Muhammad
Legal Assistant Tiffany Horton

State vs. Quindairious Smith

Congratulations to the Trial Division! In the case of State vs. Quindairious Smith, the Defendant was found guilty on all 
counts including Aggravated Assault and Possession of Firearm or Knife During the Commission of Certain Felonies. 
Judge Paige Whitaker sentenced the Defendant to 25 Years to Serve 15 years in Custody followed by 10 Years of 
Probation.

Assistant District Attorney Marquez Jones
Assistant District Attorney Tangelita Bush
Senior Investigator Eugene Foster
Victim Witness Advocate Dorsey Jones
Legal Assistant Anita Newsome

State vs. Rodney Clems

Congratulations to the CAC Unit! In the case of State vs. Rodney Clems, the Defendant was found guilty of Child 
Molestation. Judge Thomas Cox sentenced the Defendant to 20 Years to Serve 10.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Dion Peeples
Assistant District Attorney Michelle Williams
Senior Investigator Bryony Harris
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond
Legal Assistant Cassie Lundy

State vs. Quillian Nelson

Congratulations to the Major Case Division! In the case of State vs. Quillian Nelson, the Defendant was found guilty 
on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Thomas Cox 
sentenced the Defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole +15 Years in Prison.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Kassie Hall
Assistant District Attorney Megan Nix
Lieutenant Investigator Kevin Lewis
Lieutenant Investigator Stephanie Samples
Director Victim Witness Advocate Ilona Rolack
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate Misty Botu
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright



Congratulations  to 4 of our very own (Jasmine Knight, Trinity Brown, Ivey Foster, 
Aleeia Smith) whom recently passed the bar and sworn in by Judge Shermela 
Williams.


