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On Thursday, August 14th, FCDAO employees wore casual clothing and rain 
boots to prepare for the heavy rain. There were even refreshments to combat the 
gloomy mood the rain caused.







Admissibility of Victim Toxicology Results
Christopher Sperry

Defendants will often try to attack the character of the victim by attempting to introduce 
evidence of drug or alcohol use. When a victim’s toxicology is positive for narcotics or 
alcohol or narcotics are found on the person of a victim, prosecutors need to be proactive 
and file motion in limine to exclude this evidence when it is not relevant to the case. 
The lack of relevance of a victim’s toxicology report in non-affirmative defense cases is 
self-evident, but what about in cases where the Defendant alleges that he or she acted 
in self-defense? The Georgia Supreme Court has repeatedly held that in justification 
cases, the fact that the victim had drugs or alcohol in their system is not relevant unless 
testimony is established to show how the presence of such drugs affect that specific 
individual. See Ivey v. State 305 Ga. 156 (2019); Mondragon v. State 304 Ga. 843 (2019); Gill v. 
State 296 Ga. 351 (2014); Robinson v. State 272 Ga. 131 (2000).

 In Ivey, the Defendant contended that his counsel was deficient for failing to call a 
forensic toxicologist to testify that the victim’s blood alcohol content was .217 at the time 
of the shooting. Ivey contended that such evidence would corroborate his claim that the 
victim was acting aggressive at the time of the shooting. The Georgia Supreme Court 
held that Ivey could show no harm in the failure to call the toxicologist as Ivey had offered 
no evidence that the victim would act aggressive when under the influence of alcohol. In 
Mondragon, Mondragon wished to introduce evidence of the victim’s toxicology report to 
impeach witness testimony that the victim did not appear to be under the influence of 
alcohol and to corroborate his claim that the victim was aggressive. However, Mondragon 
was unable to proffer how alcohol would affect the behavior or appearance of this 
specific victim and therefore such evidence was not relevant. In Gill, the court excluded 
evidence of drugs in the victim’s system, which Gill sought to admit to speculate about 
how such drugs could have affected the victim. 

In Robinson, the Georgia Supreme Court found no error in the trial court excluding 
evidence that the victim possessed cocaine and had cocaine metabolites in his system 
as the toxicologist would not be able to testify how the drugs would affect the specific 
victim and therefore the presence of drugs on the victim’s person was irrelevant. 
Prosecutors also need to remember to file such motions more than thirty days in advance 
in order to maintain their appellate rights on this issue.

The Scroll Before Bed in the Legal World
Ilona Rolack, M. Sc. 

Ah, the nightly ritual of scrolling through social media before bed. It starts innocently 
enough, doesn’t it? One minute you’re checking the latest updates from friends and 
family, and the next, you’re knee-deep in the whirlwind of high-profile attorneys giving 
their perspectives on a case ignoring all the facts and evidence you know exist. Let’s face 
it: we’ve all been there! Picture this: you lie in bed, ready to drift off into dreamland, and 
you think, “Just five more minutes.”
 
Those five minutes quickly turn into a deep dive into the latest antics of defense attorneys 
turned tiktokers involved in cases that have captured the public’s attention. “Did you see 
that attorney’s latest tweet about their client’s wardrobe choices?” you think. Suddenly, 
you’re scrolling through a timeline filled with personal details about their lives, their 
kid’s daycare teacher, emotional rants about their other half, their weight-loss journey 
or their burnt culinary experiment gone wrong. It’s information overload—and, honestly, 
more than you ever wanted to know about their private lives! The psychological effects 
of this late-night scrolling spree can be a bit of a double-edged sword. While you initially 
turn to social media to relax and unwind, the overstimulation from screens can increase 
anxiety and stress. The blue light emitted from our devices messes with our melatonin 
levels, making it harder to fall asleep. So, essentially, that riveting coverage of the office’ 
latest trial is now your nemesis, robbing you of precious Z’s. And let’s not forget about the 
comparison game. 

As you scroll through these updates, you might find yourself questioning your own 
professional choices. “Why isn’t my style as sharp as theirs?” or “Why didn’t I think of that 
argument?” It’s a spiral of self-doubt that can keep the mind racing long after you’ve put 
the phone down. Now, you start thinking, “Man, I need to make more money!”  You’re now 
headed down a rabbit hole. One more scroll turns into “just one more” until you’ve lost 
track of time. The next morning, you wake up feeling like a zombie. Your productivity? 
Non-existent. You stumble through your day, fueled by a mix of coffee, monster and 
regret, wondering why your brain can’t seem to function. So, what’s the solution? Try 
setting a social media curfew. Make a pact with yourself to put the phone down at least 
30 minutes before bed. Maybe pick up a psychological thriller, meditate, or even stare 
blankly at the wall—anything but scrolling! Your future self will thank you, and you might 
just wake up feeling refreshed instead of sleep deprived.





BRENDA BAHAM 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION

Elder Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation Enhanced Multidisciplinary Teams

On July 8th, representatives from law enforcement and community partners 
across Fulton County came together to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
establishing the county’s first Elder Abuse, Neglect, and Exploitation Enhanced 
Multidisciplinary Team (EMDT).
This collaboration brings together a wide range of professionals dedicated 
to improving the assessment, investigation, prosecution, and review of cases 
involving elder abuse. The creation of the EMDT is the culmination of years of 
planning and is funded through a federal grant. Its establishment represents 
a new era of partnership and inter-agency cooperation in Fulton County’s 
ongoing fight against elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation.

The Hearts of Gold event, hosted by Backstage Restaurant & Venue and 1244 
Ministries on July 12, 2025, celebrated seniors in memory of the late Ivory 
Joe Douglas, former owner of Backstage and a devoted supporter of the 
community throughout his life. Seniors were treated to lunch, giveaways, 
and fellowship while also receiving valuable information from Jill Hollander, 
Deputy District Attorney with the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office. 
Hollander spoke about the resources her office provides to the community, 
including programs and services designed to protect older adults. She also 
introduced the S.A.F.E. method (Stop, Analyze, Friend/Family, Exit) as a 
practical tool for recognizing and responding to potential threats. In addition, 
she outlined steps individuals and families can take to help prevent elder 
abuse, empowering attendees with knowledge to stay safe and supported. 
The event not only honored Mr. Douglas’s legacy of service but also equipped 
seniors with resources to remain informed, connected, and protected.

Pictured, first row (left to right): Audrey Shoemaker, Shelter Director for Fulton County 
Animal Services; Che Alexander, Clerk of Superior and Magistrate Courts
; Deputy District Attorney Jill Hollander; Chief Judge of Probate Court Kenya Johnson; 
Chief Executive District Attorney Daysha Young; Raysa Figaro, Director of Programs at 
LiveSafe Resources; and Executive District Attorney Simone Hylton







CONVICTION ALERTS

State vs. Roddrick Teasley

Congratulations to the Major Case Division! In the case of State vs. Roddrick Teasley, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Murder, Felony Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly 
Weapon. Judge Scott McAfee sentenced the Defendant to Life +5 Years of Confinement.

Chief Senior District Attorney Kassie Hall
Senior Assistant District Attorney Christian Adkins
Senior Investigator Chara Dennis
Senior Investigator Brodriche Jackson
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Looby-Tonge
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright

State vs. John Michael Gibson, Linda Smith, and Tyrone Taylor

Congratulations to the HTICE Unit! In the case of State vs. John Michael Gibson, Linda Smith, and Tyrone 
Taylor, Taylor and Gibson were found guilty on all counts including Rape, Violation of the Georgia RICO 
Act, and Aggravated Sodomy. Smith was found guilty on all counts including Violation of the Georgia 
RICO Act and Trafficking a Person for Sexual Servitude. Judge Melynee Leftridge sentenced Gibson and 
Taylor to Life Imprisonment +70 years and Linda Smith was sentenced to 30 years.

Chief Deputy District Attorney Adriane Love
Deputy District Attorney Earnelle P. Winfrey
Deputy District Attorney Grant Rood
Deputy Chief Investigator Paula Duprey
Assistant Chief Investigator James Spear
Assistant Chief Raeisha Oliphant
Lieutenant Investigator Michelle Lam
Victim Witness Advocate Christen Clarke
Victim Witness Advocate Jasmyn Drummond
Legal Assistant Leader Edwina Sellan
Deputy Legal Assistant Lora Andrews
Legal Assistant Michael Tanks
Legal Assistant Angel Muhammad

State vs. Christopher Anderson

Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Christopher Anderson, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Attempt to Commit Murder, Aggravated Assault 
with a Deadly Weapon, and Criminal Attempt to Commit Arson. Judge David Emerson sentenced the 
Defendant to 60 years in Custody followed by 25 Years of Probation.

Senior Assistant District Attorney Travis Thomas
Assistant District Attorney Celeste Patten
Senior Investigator Kenneth Rucker
Victim Witness Advocate Sandra Jean Louis
Chief Legal Assistant Tywanna Settles-Isby
Deputy Legal Assistant Patrice Stewart

State vs. Kentario Shields

Congratulations to the Trial Division! In the case of State vs. Kentario Shields, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Theft by Receiving, Aggravated 
Assault, Carjacking in the 1st Degree. Judge David Emerson sentenced the Defendant to 
45 Years to Serve 30 in Confinement.

Assistant District Attorney Frank Marquez
Assistant District Attorney Rashida Davis
Assistant Chief Investigator Trina Swanson-Lucas
Investigator Donald Scully
Deputy Victim Witness Advocate Misty Botu
Deputy Legal Assistant Whitney Meyer
Legal Assistant Gabrielle Waterman



On August 21st, FCDAO employees gathered in 
the multipurpose room to learn about the exciting 
volunteer opportunities available through our 
REACH Program for the 2025–2026 school year. 
REACH Coordinators shared the powerful impact 
our volunteers have on the students we serve and 
walked through this year’s lesson plan.
District Attorney Fani Willis also spoke on the 
importance of the program, emphasizing how vital 
consistency is when visiting schools.

This year, the FCDAO is proud to serve over 200 
students across 20 Fulton County and Atlanta Public 
Schools—and we look forward to making a lasting 
difference in their lives!

Michele Henry
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