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World Design Day, celebrated annually on April 27th, honors the founding of the 
International Council of Design. It’s a global opportunity for designers, organizations, 
and communities to reflect on the transformative power of design to enhance lives 
and build a better future. The day inspires creativity, encourages innovation, and 
challenges designers to consider the broader impact of their work on individual and 
community well-being.

In celebration of World Design Day, our very own “G-Unit” hosted an inspiring art show, 
showcasing the incredible creative talents they pursue outside the office. Each team 
member had the opportunity to share their artistic journey and provide insight into 
their work, which ranged from photography and drawings to paintings and custom 
clothing designs.

The event also featured heartfelt remarks from fellow employees, who praised the 
G-Unit not only for their artistic talents but also for their outstanding contributions 
to our office. The celebration concluded with a delicious selection of food, bringing 
everyone together to honor creativity, community, and the power of design.



Understanding Avoidance Behavior: The Temporary Relief Trap
		   
Avoidance behavior is something many of us experience, often without realizing it. It’s when 
we steer clear of certain people, places, or activities because they trigger feelings of anxiety or 
discomfort. While this might provide temporary relief, it can lead to long-term problems and keep 
us from fully engaging in life.

Take Sarah, for example. She’s a young leader who dreads networking events. The thought of 
mingling with strangers and making small talk sends her heart racing. To cope, she simply avoids 
these gatherings altogether. At first, this seems like a smart move—no anxiety means no distress. 
But over time, her avoidance only strengthens her fear. Each missed event (and we have many) 
leaves her feeling more isolated and reinforces her belief that social situations are dangerous. 
Instead of overcoming her anxiety, she finds herself trapped in a cycle that makes it even harder 
to connect with others.

Now, let’s look at Natasha, who is also a professional in the District Attorney’s Office. She has 
a team member whose voice and mannerisms are somewhat abrasive. Every time she hears 
him speak, she feels a surge of discomfort. This is not just a matter of personal preference; his 
voice reminds her of her abusive ex-husband, triggering painful memories and emotions. To 
protect herself, Natasha avoids conversations with him as much as possible. She thinks she’s 
keeping herself safe, but in reality, she’s isolating herself further. By not addressing her feelings, 
Natasha misses out on building a rapport with her colleagues. This avoidance can lead to 
misunderstandings and can even affect her career advancement. While she may feel temporary 
relief by steering clear of that coworker, the underlying issues remain unaddressed. The more she 
avoids him, the more her anxiety grows, making it harder to engage with others in her workplace.
Both Sarah and Natasha exemplify how avoidance behavior can seem beneficial at first. However, 
it ultimately leads to a more significant struggle, reinforcing the very fears they’re trying to 
escape. Breaking the cycle of avoidance is crucial for personal growth. It’s important to recognize 
these patterns and seek healthier coping strategies. For Natasha, that might mean gradually 
engaging in conversations with her coworker in less stressful settings, perhaps starting with 
casual greetings before moving on to more substantial discussions. It could be beneficial for 
Sarah to seek out smaller networking opportunities where she feels more comfortable, allowing 
her to build confidence over time. 

Cognitive-behavioral therapy (CBT) is one effective approach that encourages individuals to 
challenge their negative thoughts and gradually face their fears in a supportive environment. 
This is a reminder that Fulton County offers therapy sessions for employees under the Employee 
Assistance Program. You can reach them by calling 1-800-999-7222. By taking small steps and 
seeking support, individuals like Sarah and Natasha can break free from the confines of avoidance 
and find a path toward resilience and empowerment.

Ilona Rolack | Director of Victim Witness Assistance Program









For several years, Executive 
District Attorney Kenneth 
Hutcherson and I have been 
faculty members at Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Council of Georgia 
Basic Training. We take great 
pleasure in giving back to the 
legal profession by training and 
coaching young attorneys. 

Yours in Service,
RuShondra G. Davenport
Chief Deputy District Attorney



BRENDA BAHAM 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DIVISION

On Saturday, June 7, 2025, Assistant District Attorney Jazmin 
Dilligard and Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah participated 
in the Girls of Excellence Leadership Camp 2025 at Atlanta 
Metropolitan State College.

They led an engaging and educational workshop on teen dating 
violence for a group of approximately 25 high school students. The 
session focused on helping participants understand the cycle of 
abuse and the power and control wheel, providing them with the 
knowledge to recognize unhealthy relationship patterns.

To reinforce the material, ADA Dilligard created two original skits 
that were acted out by the students. Following each skit, the group 
engaged in thoughtful discussion and answered guided questions, 
promoting reflection and peer learning. The interactive workshop 
empowered the young women with tools to identify warning signs 
and foster healthy relationships.



CONVICTION ALERTS

State vs. Brandon Williams & Demetrice Ross

Congratulations to the Major Case Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Brandon Williams & 
Demetrice Ross, the Defendants were found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, 
Murder, and Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon. Judge Craig Schwall sentenced both 
Defendants to Life without Parole + 30 Years.

Deputy District Attorney Kelcee Jones-Connor
Deputy Chief Investigator Antonio Long
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Legal Assistant Quentin Wright
Victim Witness Advocate Cherrilie Tonge

State vs. Demetrious Stroud

Congratulations to the Major Case Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Demetrious Stroud, 
the Defendant plead guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Aggravated Assault, and 
Kidnapping. Judge David Emerson sentenced the Defendant to Life.

Deputy District Attorney Christina Robinson
Senior Assistant District Attorney Christian Adkins
Senior Investigator Chara Dennis
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Tameka Kelly

State vs. Jamal Baker

Congratulations to the Gang Unit! In the case of State vs. Jamal Baker, the Defendant 
was found guilty on all counts including Malice Murder, Aggravated Assault, and Criminal 
Street Gang. The Defendant was sentenced to Life without Parole +65 Years.

Assistant District Attorney Amanda Green
Assistant District Attorney Michael Wilson
Investigator Malik Dean
Legal Assistant Grant Trowell

State vs. Kenneth Whack

Congratulations to the Trial Division! In the case of State vs. Kenneth Whack, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Burglary in the 1st Degree. Judge 
Paige Whitaker sentenced the Defendant to 15 Years to serve 8.

Chief Senior Assistant District Attorney Chinekwu Okam
Assistant District Attorney Marquez Jones
Senior Investigator Aminah Dickerson
Legal Assistant Anita Newsome
Victim Witness Advocate Dorsey Jones

State vs. Derrico Harris

Congratulations to the Major Case Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Derrico Harris, the 
Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Felony Murder, Murder, and Armed 
Robbery. Judge Thomas Cox sentenced the Defendant to Life without the Possibility of 
Parole.

Assistant District Attorney Jeff Hawkins
Senior Assistant District Attorney Stacey Burke
Senior Investigator Troy Grisby
Legal Assistant Rishia Lee
Victim Witness Advocate Director Ilona Rolack

State vs. Philip Lenox

Congratulations to the Domestic Violence Trial Team! In the case of State vs. Philip 
Lenox, the Defendant was found guilty on all counts including Voluntary Manslaughter, 
Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, and Abuse of an Elder Person. Judge Belinda 
Edwards will sentence the Defendant in the next 30 days. 

Deputy District Attorney Asia Baysah
Senior Assistant District Attorney Travis Thomas
Investigator Ronald Coloma
Legal Assistant Patrice Stewart
Legal Assistant Priscilla Almond
Victim Witness Advocate Carla Martinez



https://www.wsbtv.com/video/local-video/man-given-3-life-
sentences-raping-multiple-people-including-15-year-old/
a132c45f-53ad-4a94-856f-1d139d50ce09/

Case of mistaken identity ends with young mother killed in alleged 
Atlanta gang shooting – WSB-TV Channel 2 - Atlanta

https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/atlanta/they-were-once-best-
friends-then-one-killed-other-we-take-you-inside-this-bizarre-
murder-case/J3ROONPIJJF4NIQAGWSVOQMB5M/?taid=6848b-
929175337000172636c&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medi-
um=trueanthem&utm_source=twitter

https://www.11alive.com/article/news/crime/trials/2022-beltline-
murder-trial-jury-reaches-verdict/85-d6c37d1b-f763-44ca-922d-
30e774578d01


