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CREDIBLE MESSENGER
G R A D U A T I O N

On August 4th, we joyously honored the 
achievements of 19 outstanding young individuals 
who successfully completed the 2023 Project 
Safe Neighborhood’s Credible Messenger Youth 
Summer Violence Intervention Program. This 
initiative stands as a collaborative effort between 
our office, the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and the 
Offender Alumni Association, marking the 
culmination of three consecutive summers of 
impactful partnership.

Throughout this transformative summer 
experience, our youth participants were fortunate 
to receive invaluable mentorship from Credible 
Messengers. They actively engaged in a diverse 
range of activities, enriching workshops, and 
immersive field lessons that were meticulously 
designed to foster growth in leadership, 
entrepreneurship, career advancement, and 

personal development.
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                                                             Chandrika Derricho
                                                                                                 Director of Victim Witness Advocates

The Blues or Depression?
 
There are periods when we feel down or sad, commonly known as the blues, a normal 
response to events such as a death, the end of a relationship, or losing out on a much-
wanted job. The duration and intensity of those feelings is what separates the blues 
from depression. Typically, the blues do not hinder everyday functions. For example, 
although you may feel the blues about a break-up, you can still go to work or go out 
with friends. By contrast, depression may make it difficult for someone to get out of 
bed to go to work or even want to be around anyone or do anything. 

Major depressive disorder or clinical depression is marked by symptoms that occur 
for at least two weeks, according to the American Psychiatric Association (2022) 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, fifth edition, text revised. Five 
symptoms must be present from the following list with at least one being depressed 
mood or loss of interest or pleasure: 

 • Depressed mood most of the day, nearly every day

 • Markedly diminished interest or pleasure in all, or almost all, activities most of               
   the day, nearly every day

 • Significant weight loss when not dieting or weight gain, or decrease or increase  
   in appetite nearly every day
  
 • A slowing down of thought and a reduction of physical movement (observable    
   by others, not merely subjective feelings of restlessness or being slowed down)
   
 • Fatigue or loss of energy nearly every day

 • Feelings of worthlessness or excessive or inappropriate guilt nearly every day

 • DIminished ability to think or concentrate, or indecisiveness, nearly every day

 • Recurring thoughts of death, recurring suicidal ideation without a specific plan,  
   or a suicide attempt or a specific plan for committing suicide

It is also important to note these symptoms must cause distress or impairment 
in functioning in normal daily activities. Several of these symptoms could also be 
associated with physical and other mental health disorders. So, it is important to refrain 
from diagnosing yourself. 

If you have been experiencing symptoms for more than two weeks, see a medical 
professional to rule out medical issues. If you do not have medical issues, it may 
be appropriate to see a behavioral health professional for a proper diagnosis and 
treatment. Depression is common and should not be cause for embarrassment. “In 
2021, an estimated 14.5 million U.S. adults aged 18 or older had at least one major 
depressive episode with severe impairment in the past year. This number represented 
5.7% of all U.S. adults” (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 
2022).

Seeking therapy and taking prescribed medications are great solutions. However, 
there are alternatives. Journaling is a great option and tool to use in therapy with 
the guidance of a professional. Exercising can alleviate depression 
because exercise releases endorphins that make us feel better. 
Avoiding substances such as alcohol can also be helpful because 
alcohol is a depressant that can increase depression. There are other 
options. Ultimately, you have to choose the best course of action for 
yourself.
           
The Fulton County Employee Assistance Program is available to all 
employees and provides up to eight free confidential sessions. 
It can be reached 24 hours a day, seven days a week by calling 
800-999-7222 or visiting www.AnthemEAP.com (password: Fulton). 
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                                                             Chandrika Derricho
                                                                                                 Director of Victim Witness Advocates

LAW CORNER
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G-uatam Rao
Deputy District Attorney, Training

Opening statements are the first opportunity for a prosecutor to outline the case against 

the Defendant, giving jurors a roadmap by showing the evidence or describing the evidence 

in detail without overpromising what it purports to be. Embedded in this opportunity is the 

ability to show crime scene photos, physical evidence, video, diagrams, cellphone extraction 

contents, historical cell site analysis, 404(b) (“other acts”), etc. Divulging this evidence is 

permissible so long as a prosecutor has a good faith belief that the evidence will come out 

during the case-in-chief. Ross v. State, 233 Ga. App. 26, 27 (1998). 

Typically, prosecutors know in advance what evidence to present. But what if a judge has yet 

to rule on the admissibility of evidence before opening statements? This typically happens 

when the defense files a motion to suppress evidence and a ruling has yet to be made. 

Until the judge rules, prosecutors are generally prohibited to discuss the evidence at issue 

in opening statements. What happens if the prosecutor mentions the evidence at issue in 

opening statements and the defense objects and moves for a mistrial? It’s neither the end 

of the world nor is it worthy of a mistrial even when the evidence has been suppressed but 

discussed in opening. See Myers v. State, 268 Ga. App. 607, 609-10 (2004). The appropriate 

remedy is a curative instruction in relation to comments about evidence. 
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Celebrating a Year of Success: The Inaugural Year of the Reach Program

In its first year of operation, the Reach program has achieved remarkable success, leaving an 
indelible mark on the lives of students from six Fulton County Middle and High Schools. With 
dedication and innovation, Reach has not only enriched the educational landscape but also served 
as a beacon of opportunity for countless young minds.

One of the key milestones in our journey was the graduation of 120 students from our initial 
participating schools. These young graduates are the embodiment of our program’s potential, 
showing that with the right guidance and support, the sky’s the limit.

The Reach program owes much of its success to the exceptional mentorship curriculum crafted by 
our Reach Administrators and Director of Youth Services. This curriculum served as a guiding light for 
students, nurturing their personal and academic growth.

Enrolling students into Atlanta Technical College was another significant achievement. By opening 
doors to higher education, Reach has paved the way for students to pursue their dreams and 
aspirations, setting them on a path to success.

One particularly inspiring story emerged from Creekside High School, where a student with 
aspirations of becoming a police officer found support from Reach. This student now works as a 
resource officer at Creekside High School while diligently working towards the necessary certification 
to fulfill their dream—a testament to Reach’s capacity to shape futures.
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Several students have been able to secure employment thanks to our program, providing them 
with valuable skills and experiences that will serve them well in their future endeavors. The voices 
of our students have echoed beyond the classroom as well, with two of them featured in local news 
interviews, sharing their experiences and highlighting the positive impact Reach has had on their 
lives.

The Reach program’s influence extended to the airwaves, with a feature on V103 broadcast radio, 
where Director Woodard and Madam DA discussed the program’s achievements and its role in 
shaping the community’s future. The remarkable achievements of our first year inspired Fulton 
County Schools Superintendent Dr. Looney and Madam DA to extend the program’s impact. An 
additional dozen schools have enthusiastically joined the initiative, resulting in a total of 18 Fulton 
County Schools benefiting from it. This expansion not only affirms the program’s effectiveness but 
also emphasizes its potential to steer students away from the criminal justice system, offering them a 
more promising future.

In response to the program’s growing impact, Reach has introduced “Speakers Lane,” a platform 
that allows more leaders to become involved in encouraging and supporting students. This initiative 
will undoubtedly foster a sense of community and mentorship, ensuring that even more young minds 
are inspired and empowered. As we reflect on this remarkable year, it’s evident that Reach has not 
just met but exceeded our expectations. The program’s success stories, partnerships, and community 
involvement have created a ripple effect of positivity, paving the way for a brighter future for our 
students and our community. With enthusiasm and gratitude, we look forward to building on these 
achievements in the years to come.

 

“It was truly a pleasure to engage in conversation with Dr. Maria Boynton from V-103, 
discussing the remarkable success of our Reach program. I am exceptionally proud of Aakeem 
Woodard, our dedicated Director of Juvenile Youth Services, for his outstanding leadership in 
spearheading this initiative.” – Madam District Attorney Fani T. Willis
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“It is an absolute privilege to have received such a warm and gracious welcome at Atlanta Technical 
College, led by President Victoria Seals and her exceptional team. Together, Dr. Seals and I have 
sealed a historic agreement between the Office of the District Attorney and Atlanta Technical 
College, with a shared mission of expanding opportunities for the children of Fulton County.

Last year, Dr. Mike Looney, Superintendent of Fulton County Schools, approached me seeking a 
partnership. In our discussions, it became evident that our schools were facing an alarming increase 
in confrontations, often escalating to dangerous levels due to the proliferation of firearms. Dr. 
Looney stressed the urgent need for collaboration to address these challenges and provide support 
to at-risk students. In response to his request, Aakeem Woodard, Director of Juvenile Services in my 
office, envisioned a transformative program, which we now know as Reach. Reach is a student-centric 
mentoring and coaching initiative under the auspices of the Fulton County District Attorney’s office.

Through this groundbreaking agreement, we are proud to extend the opportunity for Reach 
participants to pursue dual enrollment at Atlanta Tech. This empowers them to develop vital 
skills and earn certifications, setting them on a path toward 21st-century careers. What we are 
accomplishing here is nothing short of life-changing, impacting countless young lives for the better, 
not only today but for generations to come.” 

- Madam District Attorney Fani T. Willis
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State v. Yusef Kimble
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit. In the case of State vs. Yusef Kimble, the defendant was found guilty of 4 counts including Murder, Felony 
Murder, Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, and Possession of a Firearm During Commission of a Felony. Sentencing will be scheduled 
with Judge Edwards at a later date.

State v. Cordarius Dorsey
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Cordarius Dorsey, the defendant was found guilty of 10 counts including Murder, 
Felony Murder (3 counts), Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, Possession of a Firearm During Commission of a Felony, Possession of a 
Firearm by a Convicted Felon, Possession of a Firearm by a Convicted Felon, and Violation of the Street Gang Terrorism and Prevention Act (2 
counts). Judge Adams sentenced the defendant to Life without Possibility of Parole plus 55 years following the trial.

State v. Darez Sanders

Congratulations to the Cold and Capital Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Darez Sanders, the defendant was found guilty of 9 counts including 
Murder (2 counts), Felony Murder (2 counts), Aggravated Assault (2 counts), Arson, Theft by Taking, and Possession of a Firearm During the 
Commission of a Felony. Judge McAfee sentenced the defendant to Life without Possibility of Parole (2 consecutive) plus 20 years to serve 
following the trial.

Sr. Assistant 
District Attorney 
John Weitnauer

Deputy District 
Attorney
Kelcee Jones-
Connor

Sr. Investigator 
Joseph King

Sr. Investigator
Darrion Eshmon

Sr. Investigator
DeAntoine 
Johnson

Deputy Victim 
Advocate 
Ilona Rolack

Victim Advocate 
Katrina Gill

Legal Assistant 
Keira Jackson

Victim Advocate 
Dorsey Jones 

Victim Advocate 
Tameka Kelley 

“Special thanks to Investigators Cross and Dennis for their invaluable assistance in making this possible. I’m truly impressed by how they orchestrated 
this complex case with over 15 lay witnesses in just under 3 weeks. I’d also like to express my gratitude to Deputy Chief Antonio Long and Executive 
Deputy Chief Richard Randolph for their coordination in making their support available to us. Lastly, a big thank you to Nicole Vaughn for her help in 
securing a federal inmate from South Carolina.” - Deputy DA Vincent Faucette

This victory would not have been possible without the unparalleled support and expertise of the entire Major Case Investigations Team, the HP+ 
Unit, and the assistance of FCDA Investigators throughout the office. A very special thank you to EDA Mike Carlson, who handled motions and the 
introduction of gang evidence during the trial to give jurors the full picture of this intricate case and ultimately help secure a conviction.

A special shoutout to Deputy Chief Investigator DaShawn Raymond and Assistant Chief Investigator Joseph Rickman for assisting throughout the 
week to make sure we secured this victory for the victim’s family.
.

Senior Assistant 
District Attorney 
Brian Trepanier

Chief Deputy
District Attorney 
Adam Abbate

Deputy District 
Attorney
Vincent Faucette

Deputy District 
Attorney
Gautam Rao

Sr. Investigator 
Glenn Cross

Assistant Cheif
Investigator 
Joseph Rickman

Sr. Investigator
Chara Dennis

Legal Assistant
SaQuez King
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State v. Stanley Porter
Congratulations to the Crimes Against Children Unit! In the case of State vs. Stanley Porter, the defendant was found guilty of 3 counts of Child 
Molestation. Judge Emerson sentenced the defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole.

State v. Curtis Higginsbottom
Congratulations to the Crimes Against Children Unit! In the case of State vs. Curtis Higginsbottom, the defendant was found guilty of 4 counts 
including Aggravated Child Molestation, and Child Molestation (3 counts). Judge McBurney sentenced the defendant to Life on Aggravated 
Child Molestation and 19 years to serve followed by 1 year of probation on 3 counts of Child Molestation, all counts to run concurrently. 

State v. Tarik Brown
Congratulations to the Major Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Tarik Brown, the defendant was found guilty of 6 counts including Murder, Felony 
Murder (2 counts), Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, Possession of a Firearm During Commission of a Felony, and Possession of a 
Firearm by a Convicted Felon. Judge Emerson sentenced the defendant to Life without the Possibility of Parole plus 10 years to serve.

State v. Xavier Frison

Congratulations to the Major Case Unit! In the case of State vs. Xavier Frison, the defendant was found guilty of all counts including Murder, Felony 
Murder, Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon, and Possession of a Firearm During Commission of a Felony.  Judge Ingram sentenced the 
defendant to Life with Possibility of Parole plus 5 years following the trial.

Investigator 
Christopher
Davidson

Sr. Investigator
Darrion Eshmon

Sr. Investigator
DeAntoine 
Johnson

Sr. Investigator
Nathan Shoate

Investigator
Shameka 
Duncan

Legal Assistant 
Keira Jackson

Victim Advocate 
Dorsey Jones 

Chief Sr.
Assistant District 
Attorney 
Marshal Hodge

Chief Senior 
District Attorney 
Jeffrey Hawkins 

The prosecution of this case could not have happened without the team support of the Crimes Against Child Unit and collaboration with Atlanta Police 
Department and the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy. 

The successful result in this case also represents the continued teamwork of the CAC Unit, Atlanta Police Department, Georgia Center for Child 
Advocacy, Division of Family and Children’s Services and the professionals at Crawford Long Middle School.

A special thank you to Senior ADA Jeffrey Lee and the great Major Case Investigative Team for their work in preparing this case for trial during such 
busy times.

A special shoutout to Senior Investigators Eshmon and Davidson and VWAP Supervisor Chandrika Derricho for their assistance which helped secure 
this victory for the victim’s family.

Sr. Assistant
 District Attorney
Robert Shapiro 

Sr. Assistant
 District Attorney
Travis Thomas 

Chief Sr.
District Attorney 
Shaniqua Christian

Chief Sr.
District Attorney 
Jamell Hamm

Sr. Investigator 
Bryony Harris

Victim Advocate 
Jasmyn Drummond

Legal Assistant 
Nyome Griffin 

Legal Assistant 
Nyome Griffin 

Sr. Assistant 
District Attorney 
Christian Adkins  

Investigator 
Gina Harding

Assistant Chief
Investigator  
Temperance 
Stoddard

Victim Advocate 
Christen Clarke

Sr. Assistant
District Attorney
Julian Jordan

Victim Advocate 
Maya Wilburn

Legal Assistant 
Andre Moorer
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SHOUTSHOUT-OUTS-OUTS
Please help me in a huge congrats to ADA Matthew Norwood for his 
huge win for our office down in Juvenile Court.

I am told he did a phenomenal job. He is the first attorney we know 
of in more years than we can count to win a transfer hearing. I am 
extremely proud of him.

Yours in Service, 
Fani T. Willis

Congratulations to Appeals Senior ADA Ruth Pawlak for convincing 
the Court of Appeals to reverse the trial judge’s grant of a motion 
for new trial! In the case involving Percy Small and two codefendants 
charged with a 2015 shooting, only one codefendant, Jerrontae 
Morris, was convicted of murder, and his conviction was recently 
upheld by the Supreme Court. The other codefendant, Allen Jones, 
and Small were acquitted of homicide but convicted of aggravated 
assault and related charges in a trial handled by CDDA Adriane Love 
and Senior ADA Brian Trepanier in October 2019.

Today, the Court of Appeals agreed with our position. This appeal 
wasn’t made lightly; it was pursued because we believed the judge 
was wrong on the law. This outcome is significant, and I wanted to 
share it with everyone involved.

 Kevin Armstrong
Deputy District Attorney
Appeals Unit
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SHOUTSHOUT NEW HIRES
W E L C O M E

Joya 
Rutland

Kathryn
Wright

Teressa
Blount

Darnell 
Kennedy

David
Bess

Caitlin
McGillicuddy

Assistant District Attorney
Case Intake Division

Assistant District Attorney
Cae Intake Division

Chief District Attorney
Crimes AgainstChildren Unit

Sr. Investigator
Trial Division

Sr. Investigator
Case Intake Division

Community Resourse 
Specialist
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NBPA CONFERENCE 2023

We are thrilled to introduce our very own Deputy District 

Attorney Simone Hylton, who has been elected as the 

President of the National Black Prosecutors Association. 

Please join us in extending our warmest congratulations to 

her for this exceptional achievement!

The annual NBPA conference convenes a diverse group of 

prosecutors from across the nation, primarily consisting of 

African Americans. This event offers a unique opportunity 

to delve into discussions on evolving legal matters and 

legislative developments. It serves as a time for camaraderie 

and a platform to honor prominent figures in the field of 

prosecution and the broader community.

We’re also proud to mention that Deputy District Attorney 

Asia Baysah and Sr. Assistant District Attorney Mychal Scates 

and are active members of the local Atlanta chapter board. 

If you have any questions about the organization, its mission, 

vision, or how to get involved, please don’t hesitate to reach 

out to them for more information.
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On July 26th, DDA Natalie Zellner, Grant Director Michele Henry, and Juvenile Grants 
and Programs Coordinator January Towles met with Senior Advisor, Office of the Assistant 
Attorney General, Eddie Bocanegra from the Department of Justice to discuss our office’s 
new Community Violence Intervention and Prevention grant.

       OFFICE HIGHLIGHTS

On July 19th, Juvenile Grants and Programs Coordinator 
January Towles took part in a panel discussion during the 
CDC’s Preventing Violence Affecting Young Lives (PREVAYL) 
Reverse Site Visit. The discussion focused on community-
based violence and youth violence in Metro Atlanta, 
highlighting the proactive initiatives of our office and the 
Juvenile Intervention Initiative in addressing these pressing 
concerns. The audience comprised community-based 
violence intervention groups from across the nation.
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President-Elect Tona’e Clements, accompanied 
by Deputy Legal Assistant Lora Andrews, 
participated in a Georgia Association of 
Terminal Agency Coordinators meeting hosted 
at the Monroe County Sheriff’s Office. Notably, 
Assistant Chief Richard Stein  was also
 in attendance.

President-Elect Clements, who serves as the 
GCIC Manager/Agency TAC at the Fulton 
County Marshal’s Department, brings a wealth 
of experience spanning over four decades in 
law enforcement TAC-related matters. Her 
dedicated partnership with the Fulton County 
District Attorney’s Office has proven invaluable. 
President-Elect Clements generously shares 
her expertise, offers guidance, and consistently 
directs our organization in the right direction. 
We deeply appreciate her unwavering 
commitment to servant leadership.

On August 1st, a team consisting of DLA Lora Andrews, DLA Felicia Dickens, DLA Tammy 
Jackson-McClendon, CLA Patrice Stewart, HP+ LA Donald Moore, and Civil Forfeiture LA Fiza 
Altaf attended the Asset Forfeiture for Prosecutors Training organized by PAC. This training 
provided in-depth insights into the forfeiture statutes and processes specific to the State of 
Georgia. It highlighted recent changes in the procedures that both police agencies and the 
District Attorney’s Office must follow. The training clarified which items can be seized and the 
reasons why some items cannot.
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On Sunday, September 3rd, the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office staff, in collaboration with 
members of Madam DA’s LGBTQ+ Advisory Committee, united to commemorate Atlanta Black Pride in 
historic Piedmont Park. The primary aim of this gathering was to enlighten the public about the pivotal 
role our office plays in the investigation and prosecution of LGBTQ+-targeted and other bias-based 
crimes.

During this event, we actively distributed our office’s LGBTQ+ Resource Guide and provided essential 
information on the proper procedures for reporting a crime to our office, following initial contact with 
local law enforcement.

It brings us immense pride that the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office is a recipient of the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr., Hate Crimes Grant, generously funded by the Department of Justice’s 
Bureau of Justice Assistance. Funding from this grant has provided our office with a dedicated Hate 
Crimes Victim Witness Advocate who will ensure LGBTQ+ and other bias-based crimes are appropriately 
prosecuted and that victims and their families receive justice.

We remain committed to championing justice, inclusivity, and equality for all.
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FEATURED
I N V E S T I G A T O R   E D I T I O N

 Executive Deputy Chief Richard Randolph
Richard Randolph has spent over two decades as a law enforcement officer 
in metro Atlanta yet is known as much for his varied volunteer efforts as his 
public-safety skills. 
Richard spends time sharing his love for music through the professional music 
organization Phi Mu Alpha Fraternity Incorporated which he joined on the 
campus of Morris Brown College, Atlanta. He plays the baritone and trombone. 
He periodically pays with the Atlanta Soulful Symphony
Richard is a founding member and current vice president of the 100 Black Men 
of Douglasville. He spends Saturday morning mentoring young men between 
the ages of 8-17.
Richard serves Douglas County through the Douglas County Library Board and 
West Georgia Libraries Board. He is also the Chair of Religious affairs for the 
West Metro Branch of the NAACP.
Richard is the current Chapter president of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity 
Incorporated Rho Pi Lambda Chapter. He spearheads initiatives such as Keep 
Douglas Beautiful Adopt a Road, Project Alpha, A Voteless People is a Hopeless 
People, and Go to High School Go to College.
Richard’s greatest joy comes from being a father and grandfather. His 
granddaughter is right by his side as he serves the community on some 
weekends. When asked about his grand daughter Khloe, his only response is 
“Khloe is my Why”.

Born and raised in NYC, Assistant Chief Obed Ford has always wanted to make 
a difference. He champions the weak and opposes bullies. In 1988, he joined 
the U.S. Department of Justice as a federal correctional officer working various 
high-level details. He became a member of the Special Operation Response 
Team (SORT) and was selected “Rookie of the Year”.

 In 1990, he joined the Nassau County Sheriff’s Department N.Y., where he 
displayed a drive and tenacity that earned him special assignments. He was 
a member of the hostage negotiations team and was assigned to high-risk 
inmate housing units. He was eventually promoted to investigator in the 
Sheriff’s Bureau of investigations Criminal Investigations Unit, where he 
participated in inmate/visitor criminal conduct and fugitive investigations. 

 In 1998, he was promoted to Senior Investigator and assigned to the Internal 
Affairs Unit and attached to the Nassau County District Attorney’s Office 
Special Investigations Section, where he worked on complex investigations 
involving serious misconduct by sworn and civilian employees related to 
drug smuggling, abuse, theft and death in custody. He assisted the FBI in 
successfully prosecuting several correction officers for the beating death of an 
inmate. These investigations included working with U.S. Customs and covert 
surveillance. In 2001, he was part of the Sherriff’s Departments Search and 
Rescue Team assigned to the 911/ Ground Zero location in NYC.

An avid photographer, Ford is working on getting his photographs published. 
He truly believes that “at the end of the game, both the Pawn and the King 
go back into the same box.” So be honest, be kind, work hard and stay loyal 
because relationships matter.   

Assitant Chief Obed Ford
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While still in high school, Assistant Chief Investigator Brian Salters 
started working with law enforcement as an investigative aid at the 
Florida Department of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco (ABT). His 
job would entail recording the sale of alcohol or tobacco to minors 
at stores suspected of such illegal transactions. It was the ultimate 
experience for a kid who always wanted to be a police officer. Note: No 
tobacco or alcohol was harmed during these operations!!! Lol… 
The pay was $25 a day and a free Allstar Meal at Waffle House. Despite 
the meager compensation, Brian continued working with ABT through 
his college years. When not at band/football practice or ROTC, Brian 
was a teen member of vice.

Lieutenant Julisha Lansiquot
 
Lt. Julisha Lansiquot proudly hails from the captivating island of St. Croix 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands. With 14 years of experience in law enforcement, 
she has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice and a Crime 
Scene Technician Certificate from Kaplan University. She’s currently 
in graduate school, pursuing a Master of Science in Administration of 
Justice and Security. Her credentials include certifications in crime scene 
processing, evidence processing, fingerprint analysis, and the National 
Integrated Ballistic Information Network (NIBIN). As a Federal Task Force 
Officer with the ATF, she contributes to this nation’s safety and security.
She comes from a loving and affectionate family, where she was 
raised in a spiritually grounded household. She’s the proud mother of a 
gorgeous, caring, talented and athletic daughter. She enjoys spending 
time with family and close friends, reveling in good times, warmth, and 
love. She’s adventurous and loves the outdoors, particularly the beach 
and rainforests. She believes in treating others as she would want to 
be treated and being courteous, kind, and respectful to all. Humanity is 
priceless. Life comes full circle - the seeds you sow will determine what 
you reap.
 

 
Deputy Chief Investigator Bob Appell was born in Brooklyn, New York, 
and later moved to Suffolk County, New York, where he lived for almost 
35 years. He owned and operated a successful trucking company while 
working as a Reserve Police Officer in Suffolk. After selling the trucking 
company, he remained in the town of Babylon in several different roles.
He joined the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office in 2015 and worked 
under the old administration in several units. After being rehired by 
Madam District Attorney, he spent more than a year in the Case Intake 
Division before being promoted to Assistant Chief of the Trial Division. 
After a few months, he was promoted to Deputy Chief Investigator. 
He thoroughly enjoys his job and working for this administration, 
which is why he clocks in at 7 a.m. daily. He believes in the goals of this 
administration and remaining loyal to Madam DA.
Bob is previously divorced with two lovely kids. He has been married to 
his current wife, Willann, for 23 years and has two great stepdaughters 
who live in Venice, Florida, where Bob and his wife have a second home. 
Bob and Willann live in Buford with a small and playful Jack Russell Terrier 
named Pixie. They enjoy their time with four grandkids who live in South 
Carolina and Alabama. Bob’s hobbies are very limited - between work and 
grandkids - who has time for anything else
 

Deputy Chief Robert Appell

 Assistant Chief Brian Salters
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