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UPCOMING EVENTS

Human Trafficking and Internet Child Exploitation Unit

Leadership Institute to Combat Human Trafficking Conference
Date: April 26th-27th, 2023

Georgia Coalition to Combat Human Trafficking Meeting
Date: April 17th, 2023

CACGA Statewide CSEC MDT 2023 Meeting
Date: April 27,2022

Georgia Statewide Human Trafficking Task Force Meeting
Date: April 20, 2023
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THANK YOU to the members of the Epsilon Zeta Chapter Zeta Phi Beta
Sorority, Inc. for your donation of personal care items to the FCDAO Victim Witness Advocates.
These items will be provided to victims in need throughout Fulton County.

Assistant Chief Investigator Saul Alter reading to Perkerson Elementary
School's 3rd grade class.



Madam District Attorney, VWA Wilburn coordinated with DDA Sperry to make sure that the
next of kin were apprised of all important developments.

Please allow me a moment to convey how proud | am of the tireless

efforts and winning team-mentality displayed by a host of MCD DDA Armstrong delivered outstanding guidance on important legal

members over the past few days. In the face of a fast-changing issues which, invaluably, allowed trial counsel to prepare their case.

environment, our team keeps excelling in quickly adapting to new

circumstances and once again, they have hit the ground running. Ultimately, the underlying case plead guilty. This accomplishment
would have never occurred without the motivation, commitment,

New lead counsel for the State, DDA Faucette and SR. ADA Hiles and devotion of these exceptional professionals. They pulled

moved quickly to delegate responsibilities. CDDA Abbate and DDA together for the victims and public safety in countless admirable

Sperry provided vital leadership and input during this process. ways under very difficult circumstances.

DC Long and AC Hill acted immediately to devise a plan and build This note is, admittedly, brief. It, accordingly, by no means fully

on the already considerable efforts of Inv. Cross. Inv. Milanes assisted articulates the contributions of those listed here, who, as we say in

in witness transportation, which was needed today. Upon hearing of MCD insisted on it!

these developments, both EDC Randolph and DC Raymond came
directly to my office to see if additional support was needed. AC Mike ~ 1-2-3..MCD!!!

Green was prepared to assist in the event the case went to trial. Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Mike Carlson
DLA Keehlan Haygood did outstanding work to organize the case, Executive District Attorney

and LA Dilligard provided vital support along the way. LA Jackson
was present in court in the event added assistance was needed.

NN

Dear Colleagues,

In January of this year, Georgia’'s Superior Court judges hosted
their winter training conference in Athens. Our own Deputy
District Attorney Kevin Armstrong was one of the lecturers and
taught on post-trial procedures in death penalty cases. The
evaluations are now in, and DDA Armstrong received outstanding
reviews from the statewide audience assembled in the Classic
City.

Please join us in congratulating DDA Armstrong for this
significant achievement!

Thanks!
Michael Scott Carlson

Executive District Attorney
Major Crimes Division
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CONVICTIO

State v. James Wymer

/e ﬁ.
“Guilty of Willful Obstruction of LEO by Violence or Threats.

Great Job TRIAL DIVISION. You all are proving to be the little engine that could, and | am so proud.”
— Madam District Attorney Fani T. Willis

Sentence: 5 years to serve 4 balance probated
Other shoutouts:

Competency Court Trial: Nikia Sellers
Graphics: Michael Makins

Senior ADA SERIeIFABIA Investigator Senior Investigator Senior Investigator Deputy Legal Victim Advocate
Caitlin Adcock Jazmin Jess Pironis Briayna Mabry Aminah Dickerson Assistant Dianelly Rivera-Gow
Willingham Whitney Meyer

State v. Pedro Navarro-Zelaya

DV cases are so difficult to win. But these Defendants are some of our most dangerous. Thank you DV Team for all
your efforts.

This team Ensured that the Defendant was held accountable for stabbing the victim to death in what can only be
described as a senseless tragedy. Good work everyone on delivering justice for Margarita Cabrera-Maldanado!

Sentence: The Defendant was sentenced to Life in Prison plus a 5-year consecutive sentence.

“A special shout out goes to Asia Baysah, who spent a lot of time on this case preparing it for trial during her time
in the DV Unit. The trial team is also grateful to Adam Abbate, ED Daysha Young, Simone Hylton, and Yolanda
Mack, who all assisted Ms. Igbal in preparation and strategy for the trial. We also are grateful to Investigators Harold
Milanes and Ronald Coloma for their assistance in interviewing witnesses who primarily spoke Spanish. Thank you
to Dilma Dos Reis for translating. To anyone that | did not mention, we are deeply grateful for all your help.”

— Madam District Attorney Fani T. Willis

Chief Senior Deputy District Attorney Senior Investigator Legal Assistant: Victim Advocate:
Assistant District Attorney Gautam Rao Shaniece Withrow Caderrius Armstrong Nicole Santos
Shamma Igbal




State v. Desean Baskin

With great pleasure SVD would like to announce on behalf of Deputy Mack and ADA Thomas the jury

turned a Guilty Verdict on 21SC179322 State v. Desean Baskin! The defendant attacked the victim at the Marta
Station as she waited for the train. Fortunately, the victim was able to fight off the defendant before he was
able to rape her. The defendant had been released from prison just 9 months prior for a similar type of case.

Count 1- Aggravated Assault Strangulation: Guilty
Count 3 - Criminal Attempt to Commit Rape : Guilty
Count 4 - Aggravated Assault : Guilty

Special Shoutout to: LA Caderrius Armstrong and Inv. Jason Johnson!
Craphics Team - Mike Makins and Mahkayla Grogan

Sentencing before Judge Edwards will be held within the next 30 days.

Legal Assistant
Patrice Stewart

Deputy DA Victim Advocate Investigator
P LaTeeka Montgomery Lt. Partrena Baker

Senior ADA
Travis Thomas Yolanda Mack

State v. Terrance Sherrod Edwards

Congratulations to Lead Counsel Asia Baysah, Co-Counsel Maria Washington, Investigator Terrence
Brown, Advocate Chowan Moore, Deputy Advocate llona Rolack and Legal Assistant Keira Jackson on
their guilty verdict before Judge Edwards in State v. Terrance Sherrod Edwards.

After a brief deliberation, the jury found the Defendant guilty on all counts:
Murder

Felony Murder

Aggravated Assault with a Deadly Weapon

Possession of a Firearm During Commission of a Felony

GCreat work by the entire trial team on achieving another MCU victory for the citizens of Fulton County.

O©"O00O

Chief Senior ADA Chief Senior ADA Senior Investigator Victim Advocate o Deputy Legal Assistant
Asia Baysah Maria Washington Terrence Brown Chowan Moore Victim Witness Advocate Keira Jackson
llona Rolack



CONVICTIONA /ert!

STATE OF GEORGIA V. MICHAEL TUTMAN

Congratulating the trial team below. They were able to get a significant res-
olution in their case. This team worked tirelessly — late nights and over the
weekends — putting this case together to advocate for the two victims who
suffered absolutely horrific abuse from the Defendant.

Judge Emerson sentenced the Defendant on a blind plea before jury selec-
tion to Life to Serve 30 Years, all counts to run concurrent.

A special shout out to VWA Christen Clarke for going above and beyond in her
role.

Senior ADA Senior ADA Sr. Investigator Victim Advocate Legal Assistant
Robert Shapiro Christina Robinson Natalie Brunner Christen Clarke Nyome Griffin
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HISTORY MONTH

Women'’s History Month began as a local celebration in Santa Rosa, California. The
Education Task Force of the Sonoma County (California) Commission on the Status
of Women planned and executed a “Women’s History Week"” celebration in 1978. The
organizers selected the week of March 8 to correspond with International Women'’s
Day. The movement spread across the country as other communities initiated their
own Women's History Week celebrations the following year.

INn 1980, a consortium of women’s groups and historians—Iled by the National Women'’s
History Project (now the National Women'’s History Alliance)—successfully lobbied for na-
tional recognition. In February 1980, President Jimmy Carter issued the first Presidential
Proclamation declaring the Week of March 8th, 1980, as National Women'’s History Week.

Subsequent Presidents continued to proclaim a National Women's History Week in March
until 1987 when Congress passed Public Law 100-9, designating March as “Women'’s His-
tory Month.” Between 1988 and 1994, Congress passed additional resolutions requesting
and authorizing the President to proclaim March of each year as Women's History Month.
Since 1995, each President has issued an annual proclamation designating the month of
March as “Women'’s History Month.”

The National Women's History Alliance selects and publishes the yearly theme. The
theme for 2023 is, “Celebrating Women Who Tell Our Stories,” to honor women, past and
present, who have been active in all forms of media and storytelling including print, radio,
TV, stage, screen, blogs, podcasts, and more. The timely theme honors women in every
community who have devoted their lives and talents to producing art, pursuing truth, and
reflecting the human condition decade after decade.

Take a look at all the women the
FCDAO will be honoring this month on
the @fultoncountyda Instagram and
Facebook pages.
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SAVE-THE-DATE

MARCH-29-2023

A fantastic reason to get dressed up

.. and wear your fanciest hat.
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Chief Deputy District Attorney

HP+

Chief Deputy District Attorney

Victim Witness
Advocate Programs

Chief Deputy District Attorney

Trial Division
Complex Unit

Lieutenant

HP+ Unit

Deputy District Attorney

Major Crimes Division
Capital Case & Cold Case Unit

Deputy District Attorney

Major Crimes Division
Major Case Unit

Lieutenant

HP+ Unit
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Welcome to the Fulton County
District Attorney’s Office

NEW HIRES

Chief Senior Chief Senior Chief Senior Senior Assistant

. A ; . A Senior S Assistant District Attorney
Assistant District Attorney Assistant Assistant District Attorney Assistant District Attorney District Attorney Precious Marsh
Paige Otwell District Attorney Jason Cain Alex Bernick Peter Hertzog Trial Division
Case Intake Division Erika Marshall-Story Case Intake Division Anti-Corruption Division

Major Crimes Division
Appeals Unit

A Complex Unit
Case Intake Division

Chief Senior Se’g]'\_or In‘v:stigator Ser(\]‘\_or Invesdt}gator Investigator Senior Investigator Legal Assistant
Assistant District Attorney Mai %ge eg?‘? . Tlh? g?f 'ng Lori Lobel Aminah Dickerson Nikayla Sirmons
Abigail Long ajorrimes Division ral Division Case Intake Division Case Intake Division Special Victims Division
GCangs Complex Unit

Special Victims Division
Crimes Against Children Unit

Senior Assistant Senior Assistant
District Attorney District Attorney
Michelle Williams Courtney Dolan

Juvenile Court Case Intake Division



Welcome to the Fulton County
District Attorney's Office

INTERNS!

Ryan Scwirocco Fiza Altaf Andrea Temple Evante Belardo Rachel Braddock

Rachel Collins Daena Brink Leigh Anderson Nahye Kim Matthew
(Max) Tans

Nicole Sedran Victoria Nunn Savannah Shartecia Roman
Drexler

Natalia Thomas Kofi Thomas Brianna Prashad

15
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RESIDUAL HEARSAY

If there's an out-of-court statement beneficial to you but the declarant is unavailable
and the statement does not fall under a hearsay exception, you may have that
statement admitted under O.C.G.A. §24-8-807: “[a] statement not specifically covered
by any law but having equivalent circumstantial guarantees of trustworthiness shall
not be excluded by the hearsay rule.”

However, to allow and admit the statement as permissible testimony, the trial court
must determine the following three things per the statute:

1. The statement is offered as evidence of a material fact;

2. The statement is more probative on the point for which it is offered than any other
evidence which the proponent can procure through reasonable efforts; and

3. The general purposes of the rules of evidence and the interests of justice will best be
served by admission of the statement into evidence.

Once the court has found that the above-mentioned factors have been satisfied, it is
within the court’s discretion to allow the hearsay statement in the trial. Because the
court is required to make these determinations, prosecutors need to know in advance
about the statement because the court and the defendant need to be notified about
the statement, its declarant, and the person who heard the statement.

The Georgia Supreme Court has said that Rule 807 applies only when there are
certain guarantees of trustworthiness because such statement is considered
sufficiently trustworthy due to the circumstances in which the statement was made.
Tanner v. State 301 Ga. 852 (2017). Statements are considered “sufficiently trustworthy”
not because of the credibility of the witness, but because of the circumstances the
statement was made. Smart v. State 299 Ga. 414 (2016). That means we also need to
know the nature of the relationship between the declarant and the hearsay witness.
Miller v. State, 303 Ga. 1(2018).

| once had a witness who was the last person to see the victim alive and riding in the
defendant’s car before the victim went missing for a month prior to police finding
his body decomposing in a ditch. The witness told the victim'’s best friend two days
after the victim'’s disappearance about the victim riding away with the defendant.
The witness unfortunately passed away and his potential testimony became hearsay.
However, because the witness and the friend had a
close relationship (she took care of him when he was
sick, cooked for him, brought him home for dinner)
in addition to the fact that the statement was made
under circumstances where the friend were worried
about the victim and looking for him, it had certain
guarantees of trustworthiness - such that it would be
admissible.

Gautam Rao




MENTAL HEALTH

Self-Care and the Workplace

The World Health Organization defines self-care as “the ability of individuals, families, and
communities to promote health, prevent disease, maintain health, and to cope with illness and
disability with or without the support of a healthcare provider.” Self-care is important in this
profession because we are exposed to various traumas from the experiences of our clients. In
addition, working in the largest district attorney’s office in Georgia results in little downtime.
Outside of work, we have personal lives that may make coming to work and being productive
difficult. Furthermore, we have colleagues who may experience issues such as relationship and
divorce, caring for loved ones who cannot care for themselves, financial constraints, mental
health, physical health and disabilities.

Having a self-care regimen equips us with tools to deal with daily stressors and to stay resilient
to serve victims and witnesses on a daily basis. A lack of self-care can hinder positive working
relationships with our colleagues. There are different self-care assessments online, which |
encourage you to take. If you score low, it may be time to consider other options for self-care.

Self-care is not a one-size-fits-all approach. For some, self-care is having a manicure and
pedicure. For others, it may mean taking a vacation and relaxing on the beach; turning off the
cell phone and ignoring everyone for a day; having lunch with a best friend to catch up on
gossip; watching a movie with loved ones; exercising, meditating, or participating in spiritual and
religious practices.

Self-care may include seeking professional assistance, such as counseling. Fulton County
Employee Assistance Program is available to employees and provides up to 8 free confidential
sessions. You can reach the Employee Assistance Program 24 hours a day, seven days a week by
calling 800-999-7222 or visiting www.AnthemEAP.com (password: Fulton).

References

World Health Organization. (2022, June). Retrieved March 14,
2023 from https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/self-
care-health-interventions#:~text=WHOQO's%20definition%200f%20
self%2Dcare,support%200f%20a%20health%20worker

Chandrika Derricho




April Bailey, BA, MPA, JD
CID Indictment Writer | DV Mini-Unit
Case Intake Division

April Bailey was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia, where she attended Benjamin Elijah Mays
High School, graduating from the Math & Science Academy.

April is a 3-time graduate of Southern University and A&M College located in Baton Rouge, Louisi-
ana. She received her Bachelor of Arts in English Liberal Arts from Southern University. She is also
a member of the first graduating class of the Southern University Law Center’'s JD/MPA Dual De-
gree Program where she simultaneously received her Juris Doctorate Degree and her Masters in
Public Administration Degree. The first graduating class of the Southern University Law Center’s
JD/MPA Dual Degree Program consisted of only 4 members.

After receiving her JD/MPA degrees, April worked for various branches of government in the State
of Louisiana, including the Department of Health & Hospitals in the Medical Vendor Administra-
tion, the Office of Public Health, and the Office of the Secretary. She even worked with the Depart-
ment of Social Services in the Louisiana Department of Labor as well as with the State of Georgia’s
Department of Labor.

Upon returning to Georgia, before starting her tenure here with the Fulton County District Attor-
ney's Office, April worked with various law firms in various areas of law, including but not limited
to, personal injury law, GA eviction and foreclosure, family law, probate law, and insurance defense.

April is a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority Inc. She is also very active with her church,
Walker's Tabernacle Baptist Church. For fun, April likes to “chillax” with family and close friends.
Additionally, she loves to cut her grass and do yard work around her house! She also likes to swim,
cook Sunday dinner for her family, and have game night with family and close friends.

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, Lauren Hopkins was born at THE Northside Hospital. After graduating
from Harrison High School (Go Hoyas!), she's currently in college pursuing a degree in Biology. She
plans to attend Georgia State University to obtain a Master’s Degree in Dietetics with the goal of
becoming a registered dietitian. However, since working at the Fulton County District Attorney’s
Office, she has developed an interest in the law and its various aspects. Currently, she’s assigned
to the Jail Calls Unit under the leadership of Ms. Marlene and Jasmine where she listens to jail calls
placed by defendants from different cases.

For a majority of her life, Lauren was a gymnast competing in the Junior Olympic program until
retiring after 12 years at the age of 17. After retiring, she was able to attend high school at Harri-
son, where she participated in high school sports. She was a cheerleader (competition, football and
basketball); competed in gymnastics; and ran track during her last two years of high school.
Among the lessons she learned from gymnastics is that it takes at least 75 attempts to do some-
thing the right way to break a habit of doing something the wrong way. So do something the right
way when possible! And always, always get back up!

Something people don’t know about Lauren is her love of art. She loves to draw and to take pic-
tures. She has participated in several art shows and she has won on a state level for her photog-
raphy. Outside of work, Lauren spends a lot of time volunteering in the community. She feels that
she has a servant heart, which she attributes to her family. Her grandfather is retired military. Her
grandmother is a retired probation officer/social worker. Her mother is both a law enforcement
officer and an attorney. Lauren is very thankful to be a part of this DA’s Office family. She whole-
heartedly believes in the mission and she’s very grateful to have the chance to be a part of it.



Jinneturis Montgomery
Legal Assistant
Trial Divsion

Jinneturis (Jinn) Montgomery is a native of New Orleans, Louisiana, and
she is a Legal Assistant in the Trial Division Jinn has been married for 28 years with a
27 year old daughter, and a loving 16 year old fur baby known as Martini.

Fun Fact: Jinn had a wedding party of 68 people that was officiated by Bishops Paul S
Morton & Antoine Barrier within 45 minuets!!!

Jinn grants praise to her parents for her blessed, beautiful, and grounded upbringing
in a military household with her hero; her father who is now a retired Marine Vietnam
Veteran with a Purple Heart, and states it was nothing shy of amazing. She was also
raised Baptist but attended Catholic Schools which she feel gave her a great balance
when it came to her view of things.

Jinn remembers wanting to be a lawyer since the tender age of 6, and has always had
the support of her family who made many sacrifices to support her dream by enroll-
ing her into any form of legal training made available to her.

Her first legal assistant job at 18 as an intern is when she realized that because of her
passion for research and reading, legal assisting was a better fit for her then, and still
is now 32 years later. She has had the opportunity to work for both Civil and Criminal
Courts, and for prominent attorney's on high profile cases very early in her career, and
has even assisted with legal affairs for Martin Luther King's family for several years.

Jinn being a daddy'’s girl became a die hard Saints fan very young, and have attended
many games as a season ticket holder, and has even traveled out of the country to
cheer her team on. She pins being from a fun loving family that likes to party for her
love of all genres of music. She love to sing & dance and admits she is always the life of
the party. Jinn describes herself as a Fun, Smart, Loyal, Honest, Attentive, Empathet-
ic, Caring, Reliable, Thoughtful, Kind and Giving Person whom you shouldn't cheat
yourself of knowing!!!

Nyome S. Griffin
Legal Assistant
Special Victims Division

An Atlanta native and Crawford Long baby, Nyome S. Criffin is a legal assistant in the
Special Victims Division. Fighting for justice runs in her blood. She hails from a long line
of law enforcement and political figures. Her great aunt Dame Lois Browne-Evans was
Bermuda'’s first female lawyer, the first female attorney general and the first female
opposition leader in Bermuda and the British Commonwealth. She has known since she
was a little girl that she wants to be an attorney.
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ANITA HOWARD AND FANI T. WILLIS
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CHERRY BLOSSM LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

EXECUTIVE TEAM MEETING AT YOLLAH

E ==

. o

&l Mt’&

i W

Executive leaders from the Fulton County District Attorney’s Office met at Yollah Social Kitchen + Garden to present their
goals and plans for their respective divisions. Macon Judicial Circuit District Attorney Anita R. Howard stopped in to offer
ords of wisdom and encouragement.

LCOME RECEPTION AT
TRICT ATTORNEY ANITA HOWARD'’S HOME

&

The leaders were invited that evening to a welcome reception at District Attorney Howard’s home. They had an
opportunity to meet with Macon leader counterparts, and hear from the guest speaker of the Vera Causa Group.



EXECUTIVE TEAM VISITS HISTORICAL LOCATION

District Attorney Howard kindly hosted a morning of activities at Camp Grace, where the mission is to transform the lives of urban
under-served youth through grace with overnight camps. Getting youth out of the city environment for extended overnight stays and
showing them unconditional love and speaking hope into their lives has transformed many campers. FCDAO leaders worked alongside
their Macon counterparts for fun team-building activities and learning how to build trust and communication skills.
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2aders arrived on Friday afternoon where Madam DA Fani Willis gave a State Of
ess and invited some of the new leaders to share why they deserved their new
trict Attorney Howard addressed the leaders with some words of encouragement.



LEADERSHIP
WORKSHOP
AT THE GRAND

Vera Causa Group, which is committed to helping clie
their maximum potential by building organizational c
in the areas of leadership, excellence, communication
top-notch trial advocacy.

DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ANITA HOWARD AND FANI T. WILLIS
CHERRY BLOSSOM LEADERSHIP SUMMIT WEEK

Proclamation

A special proclamation was presented to District Attorneys Anita Howard and Fani T. Willis,
commemorating their inaugural leadership training and officially proclaiming March 2-5th as the
Anita R. Howard and Fani T. Willis Cherry Blossom Leadership Summit Week.
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AWARDS PRESENTATION
AT TUBMAN'’S MUSEUM

closing ceremony was held at The Tubman Museum, where FCDAO
"'e,’rs explored the museum which includes new Tyler Perry wing. District
Attorney Willis spoke words of praise and recognized some FCDAO leaders
with promotions and achievement awards. District Attorney Howard gave

another inspiring speech.
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March1

Judge calls for investigation into
who leaked viral video of YSL witness
being interrogated

www.wsbtv.com

March 3

OPINION: Fani Willis blasts GOP
move to rein in local prosecutors

WwWw.ajc.com

March 5

As Trump Inquiry Continues, Repub-
licans Seek Oversight of

www.nytimes.com

March 9

GOP Scrambiles to Limit Prosecutors’

Power as Trump Indictment Looms

www.vice.com

FANI T. WILLIS

District Attorney
Atlanta Judicial Circuit

FULTON COUNTYNEWSROOM

March 15

Man who fatally stabbed ex-girl-
friend at Roswell kids party gets life
sentence

www.ajc.com

March 16

Two years after the Atlanta spa
shootings, Asian American legal
advocates help support victims'
families

www.wabe.org

March 16

Kate Mara to Pay Adoption Fees for
All Canine CellMates Dog Graduates
in Need of Immediate Homes

aldforg

March 20

Georgia prosecutors considering
racketeering and conspiracy charges
in probe of effort to overturn Trump's
2020 loss, source says

www.cnn.com



https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/fulton-county/judge-calls-investigation-into-who-leaked-viral-video-ysl-witness-being-interrogated/C4OMY3JL6RGABNZZFUWACPCRTQ/
https://www.wsbtv.com/news/local/fulton-county/judge-calls-investigation-into-who-leaked-viral-video-ysl-witness-being-interrogated/C4OMY3JL6RGABNZZFUWACPCRTQ/
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