The Facts About Contaminants In Drinking Water

Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected
to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health
risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health
effects can be obtained by calling the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-
426-4791).

The sources of drinking water
(both tap water and bottled water)
include rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and
wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material,

Why does my water smell funny?

Bleach or Chemical odors are often a result of the
chlorine added to the water. It usually goes away after
the water is exposed to air for few minutes.

Rotten eggs (Sulfurous), or sewage-like odor: Organic
matter such as hair, soap, and food waste can
accumulate in the drain producing a gas smelling like
rotten eggs. Disinfect the drain by flushing with water

and chlorine.
Is my water hard or soft?

Water in our distribution system is soft: 1 to 2 grain or

about 20 ppm calcium carbonate.

and can pick up substances
resulting from the presence of
animals or from human activity:

Microbial contaminants, such as
viruses and bacteria, that may
come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural
livestock operations, and wildlife;

Inorganic contaminants, such
as salts and metals, which
can be naturally occurring or
result from urban stormwater
runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and
gas production, mining, or farming;

Pesticides and herbicides, from
agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff, and residential uses;

Organic chemical contaminants,
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Frequently Asked Questions

including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are by
products of industrial processes
and petroleum production, from
gas stations, urban stormwater
runoff, and septic systems;

Radioactive contaminants, which
can be naturally occurring or be the
result of oil and gas production and
mining activities.

To ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, EPA prescribes regulations
that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided
by public water systems. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water
which must provide the same
protection for public health.

Is there fluoride in our water?

Yes, a little less than 1 part per million (ppm). It is
sufficient to prevent tooth decay in children. No
additional fluoride supplements are needed.

My water is milky looking, why?

The most common cause is air in the line. If the
pressure is high, it traps lots of small bubbles that
give a milky appearance. If the water clears on

standing, it is air bubbles.
How can | get my water tested?

Contact our Water Quality Laboratory at 404 612-9429 or

404 612-9427 to schedule a test. A fee may apply.

Tips to Conserve

As the metro Atlanta region continues to recover
from an extended period of drought water Al
conservation becomes more important than ever.
By conserving water, you can play a vital role in
keeping our environment healthy.
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Adjust
sprinklers
so only your
lawn is watered
and not the
house, sidewalk
or street.

Only water
plants
when necessary.
Use a rain gauge
and water no more
than 1 inch
per week.
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Reduce
the amount of
lawn and
landscape
with native plants
or plants well
adapted to
our region.

Check the
toilet for leaks.
Put food color in

toilet tank, wait 10
minutes. If it seeps
into the bowl,
there is
a leak.

Promoting Water Stewardship

through monitoring, treatment, investment
and long-term planning. Working with our
customers, Fulton County implements
programs and projects that strengthen our
drinking water system.

Informed customers are our best
allies, and we are dedicated to
giving you the information you
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decisions. You can participate through public meetings, programs,
and volunteer opportunities. Some of our interactive programs include:

= Adopt-A-Stream

= Rain Barrel Workshops

= Fats, Rags, Roots, Oils, Grease(FROG) Workshops
= Facility Tours

= Teacher Resources\Workshops

= Creek and Community Clean-ups

Why should you get involved? Your water system provides you with
fresh drinking water, great recreational opportunities like canoeing
and fishing, and serve as a pleasant respite from our busy lives.
Volunteering is your opportunity to give back to the environment.

Notice of upcoming meetings and events is posted at the Government Center and |

on our website. For additional questions, please contact our office at 404-612-
7400 during normal business hours. An online version of this report is available at
www.fultoncountyga.gov.

Fulton County Department of Public Works
141 Pryor Street, SW, Suite 6001, Atlanta, GA 30303
http://www.fultoncountyga.gov/fcwr-home
(404) 612 - 7400

David E. Clark, Director

Water testing performed from January 1 to December 31, 2016.
WSID GA 1210005

Important information about your drinking water.
Este informe contiene informacion muy importante sobre la calidad
de su agua beber. Traduscalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.
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= Continued recognition as a WaterSense Promotional Partner by the U.S. EPA. Additional copies of this report are available at your public library.






